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OUR NUMBER HAS CHANGED! 
PO BOX 592 

Jon Jackman – President, FVPCA 
 
Downsizing has been fairly common theses days 
as companies trim the fat to survive this trouble-
some economy.  When we got our annual bill for 
our PO Box from the Oswego Post Office, we 
decided that we really did not need a small ware-
house for our mail. Our mail deliveries usually 
consist of a few newsletters from some other 
clubs and renewals mailed in by members. It 
made sense to look into something less expen-
sive. We voted on this change at our last meet-
ing and it is now official: Our new PO Box is 
#592. (It was #369). So please make a note of 
the change in the event you need to send any-
thing our way via “snail mail.” The new address 
is posted on our website and here in the Fox 
Tales newsletter. 
 
At January’s meeting we had a look at Team 
Viewer 5, a remote control program that is free 
for personal use. It was one of the programs 
among the 2010 DOQ-1 selections that were 
available at the January meeting. Same pricing 
this year for the DOQ program: $15 for an an-
nual subscription and $5 for individual quarterly 
downloads. Have your Flash drive ready! We 
welcome comments on any of the programs that 
you may find useful. To run the Team Viewer 
program between two computers we needed to 
have a “Hot Spot” allowing Internet Access. We 
were successful in using a Cradle Point CTR-
350 wireless 3G router and the Virgin Mobile 
U760 USB 3G adapter to create such a connec-
tion. Joe Waldeck brought in a Netbook that he 
got for Christmas and was able to connect to the 
Cradle Point network. We then accessed his 
computer from my laptop and demonstrated the 
features of Team Viewer. This was somewhat of 
a special occasion. We can now offer our mem-
bers Internet access at our meetings at much 
better speeds than what was available at the 
Civic Center in a Wi-Fi Zone.               

(See Page 7) 
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The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the t ask of providing computer informa-
tion to our fellow members. We are a non-profit org anization. The group has been 
active since January 1985.   The dues are $30 per y ear. Our meetings are held on 
the third Saturday of the month (except December.)  
 
Our regular meeting place is in the South Point Cen ter community room located at 
810 Preston Lane in Oswego, Illinois. The formal me eting starts at 9:15 A.M.  
  

Non-member visitors are always welcome.  
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President 
  Jon Jackman  630-892-7767  
 e-mail:  jockjojkj@aol.com 

Vice President  
 Tom Anzalone    630-482-9808  
 e-mail: tanzalone@gmail.com 

Secretary 
 Bill Palmer   630-859-8939 
 e-mail  william_palmer@att.net 

Treasurer   
 Dean Holste 
 e-mail: deanholste at sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Layout Editor 
 Dean Holste   630-966-8521 
 e-mail:  deanholste at sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership Coordinator  
 Bill Powell   630-553-1887  
              e-mail:  wpnkp81@sbcglobal.net  
 
Website Webmaster  
 Jon Jackman 630-892-7767 
 e-mail:  jockjojkj@aol.com 
 
Publicity Coordinator   
 VACANT  
 e-mail:  
 
Program Coordinator  
 Craig McGregor  630-554-1923  
 e-mail: Craig.McGregor@ACXIOM.COM  
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The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published 
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association, 
Post Office Box 592, Oswego, IL 60543, a non-
profit organization, established to provide in-
formation about Windows® based personal 
computer systems (and almost anything 
“digital”) to our members.  
     

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors 
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume any 
liability for damages arising out of the publica-
tion or non-publication of any advertisement, 
article, editorial, or any other item in this 
Newsletter. All opinions expressed herein are 
those of the individual authors only and do not 
express the opinions of the Fox Valley PC As-
sociation, its Officers, Board of Directors, the 
"Fox Tales" Newsletter, or its Editors. 
      
 Permission to reproduce portions which are 
not specifically copyrighted is given to other 
computer users' groups for non-profit use. Re-
prints must not be altered, proper credit given 
and a copy of the publication must be sent to 
the attention of the "Fox Tales" Editors at the 
Club address. All other reproduction is prohib-
ited without written permission of the original 
author.  
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Networking For Dummies (Part 2 of 2) 
 

Written by Ron Hirsch, Member and Contributing Editor, Boca Raton Computer Society, Florida 
www.brcs.org   ronhirsch1439 (at) comcast.net 

 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 
In part 1, I reviewed the history of my first network installation about 7 years ago, and the difficulties I 
encountered. Part 2 will cover all the work I did to essentially replace the old network, since the main 
wireless router had failed. For all practical purposes, the work involved now would have been the 
same as if this were a 
new network installation, starting from scratch. 
 
 
THE PURPOSE OF A HOME NETWORK 
 
The main purpose of most home networks is to share an internet connection among several com-
puters. Using a wireless router typically provides 4 plug in ports for hard wired cable connections, 
and a receiver/transmitter which broadcasts the connection wirelessly, with a typical range of up to 
300 feet, depending upon the router, the   surroundings, walls, etc..You can of course share files, 
printers, et al, should you wish   to do so, but configuring this is done after the initial setup. 
 
 
YOU WILL NEED THE FOLLOWING 
 
First you will need a wireless router. The two current main varieties of routers are the “G” and “N” 
series. The “G” series wireless capability can handle up to 54 Mbps (megabits per second), and the 
“N” series is roughly twice as fast. But for home use, the “G” series hardware is more than fast 
enough for any high speed cable modem connection. And the “G” series runs at 2.4 Ghz, as op-
posed to a much higher frequency for the “N” series. Considering all the spec variables between “G” 
and “N”, I would recommend the “G” series, since it is also more readily compatible with earlier hard-
ware types, especially “B”. I used a Linksys WRT54GL for this new install. The price range for this is 
in the $70 region, depending upon your choice of vendors. 
 
This router comes with an installation CD. Just run the CD, and follow the instructions which are 
plainly and clearly presented. In the areas of security, I would accept the suggestions made along 
the way. You will have to establish some passwords et al, and connect things up as directed. From 
what I've seen, most routers today come with a good install CD. Before you buy your router, check 
to make sure that is the case for the unit you choose. 
 
There may be one window which comes up along the way, where there are fields to be filled in re IP 
addresses, gateways, etc.. But the one key item to be selected is the choice of static or dynamic IP 
addresses. In most instances, such as Comcast, dynamic IP addresses are used, and when that 
choice is made in the window, all the other fields disappear, making life that much easier. Locate the 
router as high up as possible. 
 

 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Networking For Dummies (Part 1 of 2) (Cont’d) 

 
A computer cable modem is required. But if you already have an Internet service provider, you al-
ready have the necessary modem in place and working. For a number of years, I rented the cable 
modem, for $5 per month on my Comcast cable bill. You are allowed to purchase your own modem, 
which I did, and save the monthly charge. A suitable Motorola cable modem will cost in the $40-$55 
region, and will quickly pay for itself. Of course, if you own it, you are responsible for it. Cable mo-
dems seem to have very long life however. 
 
Several lengths of Ethernet Cat-5 cable with RJ-45 connectors You will need one length to connect 
the cable modem to the wireless router, and then another length to connect 
the router to your computer. You can of course have all your computers run via a wireless adapter. 
But it is usually better to have your “main” computer hard wired to the router. However, if your cable 
modem is in a location which is not convenient for this, all computers can run in the wireless mode. 
Most routers come with one length of cable. If you need more, CompUSA is as good place as any to 
go. Even Office Depot may carry the needed cables. 
 
If you find this material useful, you may want to download this article in PDF format, from our web 
site www.brcs.org. This allows readers to keep the material either as a PDF file, and/or print it out, 
and place it in a loose-leaf notebook for future reference. 
 
 

 

A Slightly Different Kind of Shortcut 
Written by Vinny La Bash, Regular Columnist, Sarasota PCUG, Florida 

www.spcug.org    vlabash (at) Comcast.net 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 
Whenever you select a menu item or activate an icon on your desktop, you are most likely opening a 
file called a shortcut. This is a great time saver for the average person who uses computers on a 
regular basis. A computer shortcut is a file similar to any other file that resides on your computer, 
with one big difference. It’s only function is to direct the operating system to the location of another 
file so you don’t have to go exploring through layers of folders to find it, assuming you even know its 
location. As mentioned above, it’s a great time saver.  
 
Wouldn’t it be handy to have a desktop shortcut icon that would bring you to your favorite web site 
without having to go through all the intermediate steps to get there? First you need to open your 
browser. Then it’s a matter of getting the URL into the address bar. There is more than one way to 
do this. You can use the mouse to select an item from the Favorites bar or Command bar. You can 
also type in the address manually, which is prone to error and can be cumbersome if the URL is long 
and complex. Suffice to say that Microsoft has provided the ability to create many paths to the same 
destination. No matter which path you take, the first time you visit a web site is the most time con-
suming. Only once do you need to take the longest journey. Subsequent visits can be made via a 
desktop shortcut. Let’s take the path of least resistance. 
 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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How I Fixed My Corrupted Recycle Bin 
Written by Sandee Gimblett, a member of the Tacoma Open Group for Microcomputers,Tacoma, WA         

www.tapcug.org/          maggiebs (at) harbornet.com 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 
After recovering from a severe system crash on my laptop running XP, I discovered that I had a cor-
rupted recycle bin. When I opened the Recycle Bin, no files at all would appear, yet when I chose to 
empty the Recycle Bin, the message would ask if I wanted to delete 76 files. I said not to delete the 76 
files. I then created a test file, deleted it, and, again, no files would show-up when I opened the Recy-
cle Bin. When I said to empty the recycle bin again, it now asked if I wanted to delete 77 files, which 
confirmed my suspicion that the deleted files were actually in the Recycle Bin, but I just couldn't 
get access to them. 
 
I eventually discovered that the files were in the following directory, accessed via the Command 
Prompt, in a folder named: C:\Documents and Settings\Sandee\Recent. 
 
After several attempts to repair the Recycle Bin without success, including running ReplBin.reg and 
other registry repair techniques, here is what finally worked: 
 
1. My Computer 
 
2. Local Disk (C:) 
 
3. Tools 
 
4. Folder Options 
 
5. View 
 
6. Clicked on SHOW HIDDEN FILES AND FOLDERS  (I keep this option checked anyhow) 
 
7. Un-clicked on HIDE PROTECTED OPERATING SYSTEM FILES (This should usually NEVER be 
unchecked, but I unchecked it so I could get access to the Recycle Bin operating system hidden 
folder) 
 
8. Chose APPLY TO ALL FOLDERS, chose APPLY, and clicked OK. 
 
9. Right-Clicked on RECYCLER file and renamed it to RECYCLER-BAD 
 
10. Created a dummy file and deleted it. 
 
11. Rechecked my Recycle Bin icon on my Desktop again, and... 
 
12. VOILA! My newly deleted dummy file was there and all is well again! 
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Offset & High-Speed Digital 
 Duplicating Printing 

27 Stone Hill Road, Oswego, IL 60543 
Stonehill Industrial Park 

Ph: 630-554-2733    Fax 630-554-1198 
 

E-mail:  oswegoprintingservice.com 
 

Visit our website at:   
www.oswegoprintingservice.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The illustration shows the web address (URL) of a web site we’ll presume you visit frequently. The 
easiest way to create a desktop shortcut to this location is to: 

 
1. Right click the icon immediately to the left of the web site address. In this example, it’s the red 

down-pointing triangle with the white B inside. 
2. Minimize any open windows blocking access to the desktop.  
3. While holding the right mouse button, drag the icon to an empty portion of your desktop.  
4. Release the right mouse button and a dialog box will appear prompting you to create a short-

cut on the desktop. 
5. Click on the Create Shortcuts Here option.  

 
Your desktop icon will resemble the illustration on the left. Customizing the icon is        
easy. Right-click on the icon, and select Properties from the popup menu.  
 
 Activate the Web Document tab. From here you can change the icon by clicking on    
the Change Icon button and choosing from a large selection provided by Microsoft. If 
you don’t care for any of these, you can browse through folders on your computer until 
you find one you prefer.  

The Security tab allows you to grant or deny access to anyone who also shares your computer. In-
formation on the Details tab will vary with the web site.  
The General tab, (which should be the Details tab), is where you get the detailed information about 
the icon. Change whatever you think needs changing or leave everything alone. The choice is yours.  
 
As always, the devil is in the details. If the website you wish to access through the shortcut requires 
authorization, the shortcut may not work. If a user ID and password are needed you will most likely 
get a message telling you that you’re not getting in until you provide proper identification.  
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President’s Column (cont’d) 
 

  Incidentally, Tom Anzalone has access to a 4G wireless USB device. After the meeting he took the 
CTR-350 router home to see if it could interface with the Sprint U301 that he uses to get 4G. Unfor-
tunately, that model router will not operate on 4G. After contacting CradlePoint (in Boise, ID), I have 
found that there are several models to choose from. We will discuss the options at our next meeting. 
It appears that we are getting very close to finally having the ability to proceed with LiveMeeting! The 
speed available over 4G is much better than 3G, and that will allow us to broadcast our programs 
“Live” over the Internet! We have to set up a test with APCUG and then schedule a time for our very 
own “webinar.” It will be recorded and made available over the web in case someone is unable to 
join the live session. More information will follow. Look at the APCUG site (http://www.apcug.net/) to 
see if there are any upcoming LM training sessions coming up. I strongly urge you to “test drive” it 
before we go “live.”  
 
  Veronica Weir stopped by before our January meeting and expressed her personal gratitude for 
our help at the OLGC elementary school. She left a couple of Dunkin Donuts gift cards, which will 
come in handy for future donut purchases. You may recall that on 12/19/2009, a SIG from the 
FVPCA was involved in a clean-up project for classroom PCs. At our January meeting, several 
FVPCA members wondered what we might do to provide additional support, since many of the 
school PCs were very old and had “issues.” Although Dean Holste had car trouble and could not 
make it to the January meeting, he made the Executive Committee meeting the next week. Dean 
heard about the suggestions to help upgrade the equipment at the school. He provided a contact 
person with the Kane County Sheriff’s Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #14, and that information has 
been forwarded to the school. We will see how that develops. It looks very promising.  
 
  We will also explore the results of the 2009-2010 Member Survey at the February meeting. The link 
to the survey was sent out to our members several weeks ago. As of this writing, we have had 18 
members successfully submit their surveys. Although not everyone responded, enough did so as to 
give us some ideas on what direction we need to move in the coming year. Thanks for your input! 
(We had a better turn out on our survey  than at the primary election this past week. What a mess 
that was! I could go into that, but then again, what do you expect in Illinois?! ) 
 
 See you on the 20th at South Point in the Activity Room… Norm Hoube will present some “Windows 
7 Secrets”, and in addition to the survey results, we will take a look at how “Garmin Goes Snowmobi-
ling.”  
 
As always, bring a friend! 
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The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is: 
 www.fvpca.org   
Courtesy of APCUG 
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Windows 7 Secrets  

 
Presented by Norm Hoube 

 


