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Broadband to Go
VS.
Broadband to Stay

Jon Jackman — President — FVPCA

In last month’s Fox Tales, we had mentioned
that we were going to experiment with a new
3G/AG router and test the Internet connection
acquired by a Sprint U301 3G/4G wireless mo-
dem at our March meeting. Setup of the Cradle-
point MBR-1000 went smoothly and the connec-
tion speed was very acceptable. In conjunction
with the FCC’s National Broadband Plan, we ran
a speed test and got these results from the
South Point location:
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This was an exciting moment! We have finally
been able to exceed the 1024 kbps barrier (1
megabits). Although our previous efforts using
the Virgin Mobile 3G modem were successful,
the speeds were around 700 kbps, and there
was a cost required to renew the “TopUp” card
each month ($20 for 250-300 MBs.) The present
Sprint U301 modem, is being shared by a mem-
ber, at no additional expense to our club. Should
the device be unavailable for a meeting, we
would be able to fall back to using the Virgin Mo-
bile MC760. So we now have a primary and sec-
ondary Internet connection in place. Hooray!
Thanks to everyone who helped make this pro-
ject a success. Let us not forget the humble be-
ginnings of our 133 kbps connection negotiated

by Bob Tuftee. (Continued on Page 6)
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active since January 1985.

The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to thet  ask of providing computer informa-
tion to our fellow members. We are a non-profit org  anization. The group has been
The dues are $30 per y _ear. Our meetings are held on

the third Saturday of the month (except December.)

Our regular meeting place is in the South Point Cen  ter community room located at
810 Preston Lane in Oswego, lllinois. The formal me  eting starts at 9:15 A.M.

Non-member visitors are always welcome.




Tech Tip - 254

Shorter is Sweeter:
A Look at URL
Shorteners
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Shorter is Sweeter: A Look at URL Shorteners (Part 2 of 2)
by Scott Nesbitt - February 7, 2010

A service that's stolen a lot of TinyURL's thunder is bit.ly. That's partially because the output from
bit.ly is shorter than that of TinyURL and because bit.ly also offers some interesting and useful tools.
You can shorten URLSs just by visiting the site. But you get access to some useful tools if you sign up
for a free account. What kinds of tools? A full list of the URLs that you've shortened. You can check
how many people clicked a link in a given day. On top of that, bit.ly is now the default URL shortener
for Twitter.

tr.im is a lot like bit.ly. You get the basics just by visiting the site: shrink a URL and optionally create
a custom link (just like TinyURL). You can also automatically post the link to Twitter. If you sign up
for a free account, you get a list of all the URLs that you've trimmed and how many times a trimmed
URL has been clicked.

If you like your software a little more open and bare bones, then you might want to give url.ca a
peek. Made by the folks behind the identi.ca microblogging service, url.ca only lets you shorten
URLs. Not editing or deleting, or anything else. But if you're a developer you can download the
source code and add the shortener to your own Web site or Web application. And you can download
the entire url.ca database as a tab-separated file. Careful, though, it's a big database — a 25 MB ar-
chive, and growing.

Browser tools

Of course going to a Web site specifically to shorten URLs can be a bit of a pain. If you use Firefox,
Google Chrome, or Opera then you can shrink URLs at the click of a button without having to visit a
URL shortening site. This is done with an extension (also called an add-on or widget, depending on
the browser). Firefox has almost 30 URL shortening add-ons. The best of the lot is Shorten URL. It
works with dozens of URL shortening services. All you need to do is select the URL in the browser
address bar, right click it, and choose Shorten This Page URL. You can also shrink the URLs to im-
ages and to liGoogle Chrome has over 40 URL shortening extensions that work with a variety of ser-
vices. Most of them only work with a single service, though. My favorite is Bit.ly Shorten URL. It's
very simple: go to a Web site, and click the bit.ly icon in Chrome's address bar (it's a small blowfish).
You're taken to the bit.ly site, and you have your shortened URL. No muss, no fuss.

(Cont'd on page 4)



Simple URL
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Opera only has one URL shortening widget:

plae Simple URLETHETES Simple URL. The widget only works with a ser-
Mt}  Oomanil URLAStes vice called simurl. But don't let that hold you
Ll M Meedpets ogera Coreedpet 1 308 Mata Lra back

You enter the URL that you want to shrink in the Simple URL widget and then click Make Link to get
a 22-character URL. You can also specify an identifier for the URL, up to 10 characters long, that
lets you track the URL later. Just click the My URLSs tab on the widget, type the identifier in the field,
and click Get My URLs. Of course, you'll have to remember your identifiers.

Earlier, | mentioned that some shortened URLs may point [g,sang urtL
to unsavory sites or sites containing malware. LongURL
helps you get around this by expanding a short URL and | puo /s gdiw Expand
giving you information about it.

e ® — Google
If you use Firefox, you can download an extension that will T
expand a short URL without having to go to the LongURL 10 B Q000%6 COMY
Web site.
Summing up

URL shorteners aren't for everyone. But for anyone who needs to use one, a URL shortener is an
invaluable tool. It makes using microblogging services a lot easier, and makes it more convenient to
share interesting links that might get broken when you copy and paste them into an email or any-
where else.

Disclaimer: Occasionally we miss something, make a mistake, or don't cover everything on the topic
but we are trying hard to give you the most unbiase d and well-written information that we can.
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BeWARES!

By Berry F. Phillips, Member of the Computer Club of Oklahoma City
www.ccokc.org
wijames (at) sbcglobal.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by
APCUG member groups; all other uses require the per  mission of the author (see e-mail ad-
dress above).

The wares have often perplexed computer users with numerous decisions regarding software. The
multitude of wares have been even more confusing. Comware is commercial software which generally
has more "bells and whistles" but requires the highest financial expenditure without the option to try
the software in advance. Trialware is usually characterized on the Internet as a free download for a
limited time but requires a purchase to continue using the software. Shareware is also free to
download but often has features turned off or has an expiration date unless you purchase the soft-
ware. Trialware and Shareware do offer an opportunity to use the software before making the decision
to purchase. Freeware is free for personal use on the Internet but it may contain adware, viruses, or
be poor software. Further, the marketing promotion of the wares can be even more misleading, caus-
ing you to download and then delete software that you thought was freeware when you discover it is,
in fact, pay ware.

The world of wares can be very frustrating a well as expensive to the computer user. One can spend
considerable time, frustration, and even expense downloading and deleting various wares on the
Internet. Beware, retailers will not accept returned comware after it has been opened for a money
back guarantee. Relax, my holiday gift to my readers is a solution to the problem that | have used for
several years, saving me considerable time and money! However, | have had to endure personal
comments from some of my fellow computer users that | am "cheap!" Since my ancestry is Scottish
who are known for being thrifty, | do not consider that comment an insult. However, | do prefer the
use of the word "conservative" to the rather blunt, "cheap."

Excluding my operating system, | have nothing but freeware downloaded from the Internet on my sys-
tem! Aha, you are thinking, but what about adware, viruses, or poor freeware, and the considerable
time in downloading and deleting it takes to find the best freeware on the Internet? There are several
sites that contain only freeware. However, | recommend Gizmo's Freeware site because | have used
it for several years and found it to be very effective in reviewing freeware and efficient to use in going
quickly via links to safe and secure freeware sites for downloading. | am reluctant to recommend other
sites that | have not used for purposes of this article.

Gizmo's Freeware is easy to use and makes it very simple to locate the best freeware on the Internet
because it is extensively reviewed before it is recommended. Until July 2008 Gizmo was the editor of
"Support Alert", a highly recommended technical newsletter that was distributed to over 150,000 sub-
scribers. The site evolved from his highly popular list of the "46 Best-ever Freeware Utilities." The site
grew well beyond 46 and reached the point that it could not be maintained by one person. Today, the
site has grown into a kind of Wikipedia for Freeware utilizing contributions of dozens of volunteer edi-
tors who edit and moderate suggestions from thousands of site visitors. As a result, the range of free
software covered by the site is ever increasing and the quality of the reviews are ever improving.

(Continued on Page 7)



Broadband to Go vs. Broadband to Stay  (conta)
Jon Jackman — President — FVPCA

One of the topics discussed during the March meeting was the National Broadband Plan. (Please go
to http://www.broadband.gov/ to learn more.) The plan seeks to connect America to help our country
lead the world in educational innovation by supporting 21 century teaching and learning both in the
classroom and outside it. Goal #1: At least 100 million US homes should have affordable access to
actual download speeds of at least 100 megabits per second and actual upload speeds of at least
50 megabits per second. Now wouldn’t that be spectacular! That is an exponential leap from our ear-
liest beginnings in 2007, and 100 times more than what we are able to get now. | urge all of our
members to log on to the www.broadband.gov site and take the test, sending in the results to help
develop a national profile of bandwidth use. While you are at it, print out the results page, and hang
on to it. We may solicit some information from our members on our own to see where we stand as a
group to help us grasp where we stand now with broadband access, and also be able to compare
our group’s access speeds later in order to examine any progress made.

Thanks to Bill Powell for his March program, “My Favorite Utilities” where he reviewed VisiPics,
FileShredder and WMatch. Jon added a comparison between BelArc and System Information
Viewer to top off the meeting. All of these will be included in the 2010 DOQ-2 which will be available
at the April general meeting. Be sure to bring along your thumb drive!

A discussion at the Executive Meeting included an introduction to Google Docs. We will be exploring
how we might be able to share information “in the cloud” in the near future. We have put up a listing
of our membership in a Google Docs spreadsheet to see how this collabotaive tool might work for
us. | have also begun to explore creating a database apps server which might allow for real-time
data entry of membership information via the Internet. Tom dropped off some miscellaneous parts
and | have already assembled a modest machine to use for that purpose. More to be discussed at
our April general meeting.

Things are progressing with both the OLGC computer lab project and we will be meeting with staff
from the First Tee of Aurora and Fox River Valley to explore how the FVPCA may assist them with
implementing their grant. Stay tuned, as volunteers may be needed at some point.  (contd on page 7)
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President’s Column (conta)

Lastly, | was finally able to get Gerry Cornwall's computer back up and running. TeamViewer was
very helpful in setting things up remotely. | have to admit that | am disappointed with Acronis True
Image. Gerry had used it to back up his machine, and he had thought he was up to date. Since there
were no scheduled back-ups he did not have everything backed up. We were able to move some
data off onto an external USB drive and things have just about returned to normal. There were many
stumbling blocks, but we eventually were able to get things up and running. We will be discussing
the adventure at our April meeting and several free alternative back-up applications that will be in-
cluded in the 2010 DOQ-2 will be explored. The bottom line: have a good, current back-up in case
things go badly. (How many times have we said that?)

At our April 17" meeting Tom Anzalone will discuss TrueCrypt 6.3a. Jon Jackman will review various
offerings from the 2010 DOQ-2.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our April 17" meeting at South Point. See you there, and as
always: bring a friend!

BeWARES (contd)

Gizmo's Freeware has, in a real sense, become the "Wikipedia for Freeware." | strongly suggest
you check your freeware on your system against the recommendations of the best and consider
downloading the best.

The primary purpose of Gizmo's Freeware is to make it easy to select the best freeware product for
your particular needs. The best freeware programs are as good or better than their commercial
counterparts but finding the most appropriate programs can be challenging. There are dozens of
freeware download sites but few of these actually help you select the best program for your needs.
The site has no downloads just honest advice and useful guidance. Links are provided where you
can safely and securely download the product you want. Furthermore, you will know that what you
have selected is the best available. Gizmo's Freeware is easy to use and will save you time, money,
and lots of frustration!

BE SURE TO BOOKMARK GIZMO'S FREEWARE BECAUSE YOU WILL USE IT
FREQUENTLY TO SOLVE PROBLEMS -- SAVING YOU MONEY, TIME, AND LOTS OF STRESS:

http://www.techsupportalert.com/
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s Bt The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is:
www.fvpca.org
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A Review of TrueCrypt 6.3 by Tom Anzalone

Disc of the Quarter-Q2 Goodies by Jon Jackman
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