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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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�  It’s Christmas Time in the Valley �  
       Jon Jackman – President FVPCA 

 
Well, another year draws to a close. I received an e-mail with a link to an amazing Christmas display 
in Utah. Its creator is Richard Holdman. Each year he adds more lights, so now it has over 100,000 
lights and is computer controlled to sync with the music that is broadcast over an FM signal at 99.9 
MHz. If you have a decent connection speed, check it out: http://www.holdman.com/christmas/  I 
saw another link with comments and some people think this is fake. Wrong! If you look at how he did 
it you will see that it took about 5,000’ of wire and a 300 watt panel to make it all work! Anyway, if I 
even am near Utah during the holidays, I will try to get into this gated community to witness it myself. 
Enjoy! 
 
This year was eventful! We have a new location and our own Wi-Fi connection. Attendees should 
note that our first meetings in 2010 will be down the hall in the Activity Room, as we missed the 
scheduling window to get the Multipurpose Room. My bad! We also had a “Projection Screen Show-
down” at the November meeting. Our new portable screen is larger and will suit our needs wherever 
we have a meeting. That reminds me. I have to go to the Civic Center to get the old screen. Anyone 
want it? Let me know. Also in November, Kris Simon had an interesting program on the Nintendo 
Wii. Members and guests were amused as Kris asked me to play a sword fighting game, skydiving 
and riding a virtual jet ski! Looks like this will be in someone’s Christmas stocking this year! 
 
As I type this, a snowstorm looms. I have my snow blower already to go, and I am set to take on 
Mother Nature! (The odor of the two stroke exhaust will likely bring back memories of the regular 
snowmobiling trip in Wisconsin that I have enjoyed during January in recent years.) Colder tempera-
tures will follow. Talk is that El Niño will have a moderating effect on our region this winter, which is 
in conflict with the Farmers Almanac. We will see what it will be in late January! I will also see how U
-Verse will allow me to connect via my att.com e-mail for free at McDonalds and Starbucks during 
my trip. (A test at the McDonalds on Orchard was successful!) There is Wi-Fi at the motel where we 
stay, so I may be able to watch TV over the Internet using the Slingbox setup that I also displayed 
during our last meeting. 
 
We have been exploring the feasibility of using Microsoft LiveMeeting to stream programs live from 
our meetings. We will be sending out a survey to all FVPCA members soon that will include ques-
tions about that project. We received some encouraging news from APCUG. There will be training 
again this month (See the brief article on LM Training coming up this month in this newsletter.) We 
also learned from Jay Ferron, APCUG President, that LiveMeeting has some rather modest require-
ments: LiveMeeting needs a 128 kbps with streaming voice for the presenter and the participants 
need at least a 64 kbps connection. So it appears that we will be able to attempt this in 2010! Tom 
may have access to a blazing 4G connection, which will be more than enough bandwidth for mem-
bers to participate from home. Another option would be to record the program and post it on our web 
site. I will have forwarded a Live Meeting training opportunity for December 14 and 16 by the time 
this issue goes to press. I hope some of you gave it a shot! 
 
Speaking of the survey, we have had some very good response from our members in the past. In 
view of the LiveMeeting possibilities, we urge all members to take a few minutes to complete and 
submit the survey soon after it is distributed. I will include a PDF that may be used to make notes on 
what you wish to submit, then you would just need to go to the link and fill in the form online. The re-
sults will be shared at a future meeting and will help guide our decisions to provide our members 
with relevant program content. 
 
All of the members of the Executive Board wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe, healthy and 
Happy New Year! 
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Windows 7 is Here! Part I 
Written by Robert Nisbet, a member of the Asbury Computer Club,  MD 

www.amvresidents.org/computerclub 
halmarilyn (at) hotmail.com 

 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 
This first article will answer several basic questions about Windows 7. Future articles will cover as-
pects of the operating system of interest to most users. 
 
Q: What is Windows 7? 
A: Windows 7 is the next generation of operating system for PCs from Microsoft. It will replace Win-
dows Vista – and Windows XP as it is phased out. 
 
Q: Is Windows 7 the official name? 
A: Yes. Microsoft considers this version the seventh version of Windows and has dropped the 
“fancy” (i.e. XP, Vista) names for now. 
 
Q: Is Windows 7 a major change from Windows Vista? 
A: Not relative to what you see, though there are some nice new user features which are addressed 
in future installments. Many improvements are “under the hood.”  Some pundits have characterized 
Windows 7 as “Windows Vista the way it should have been.” 
 
Q:  I have a Windows Vista computer. Can I upgrade to Windows 7? 
A: Yes. The upgrade will be easy and preserve all your files and settings. All your hardware that 
works with Windows Vista will work with Windows 7. 
 
Q: I have a Windows XP computer. Can I upgrade to Windows 7. 
A: Possibly, but…  This is not so easy. You first have to make sure your computer will run Windows 
7. Then, you have to decide if it is worth it. You will have to save all your data files and then reformat 
your hard drive and start all over with the Windows 7 installation. 
 
The next installment will cover how to get Windows 7 and the upgrade process for various users in 
more detail. 

 
�
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1964 Has Finally Arrived 
 

Written by Bruce Preston, president, West Mountain Systems, Inc.,  
long-term board member of DACS and conducted the Random Access sessions at the General 
Meetings as well as chaired the Microsoft Access SIG.               

 www.dacs.org                  bpreston (at) mags.net 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 
 
One of the 'Gee-Whiz' attractions at the 1964 New York World's Fair was the AT&T Picturephone 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Videophone#AT.26T_Picturephone which people eagerly awaited for 
availability. And waited. And waited.. 
 
For a while I have been using Microsoft's Live Messenger instant messaging service, and while it 
supports video, I have never been really happy with it - audio/video quality were marginal. In addi-
tion, Windows Live Messenger (and its predecessors, Windows Messenger/MSN Messenger) does-
n't support Mac, and our son Scott, who is away at college, prefers a Mac. He suggested that I try 
Skype instead. I installed it about a month ago and have found it to be easy to use and have much 
better video and audio quality. The icing on the cake is that for Skype-to-Skype calls, it is 100% free 
as well. 
 
What you need: To start with, you need a broadband connection - cable or DSL, both work fine. To 
support voice calling you need a microphone and speakers. If you want video capability, you also 
need a webcam.  For smooth video a USB 2 webcam is recommended. We recently outfitted my 
wife's notebook and her sister's desktop with webcams from MicroCenter.com - WinBook WB-7144 
HD Webcam 2-pack - two USB 2 webcams with integral microphone, as of this writing the two-pack 
is $39.99 + S/H. http://www.microcenter.com/single_product_results.phtml?product_id=0308734 
It works fine over WiFi (802.11g) at both ends. Windows XP and Windows Vista both recognized the 
hardware and did not require an installation CD, although the product comes with a pair of identical 
CDs with ArcSoft photo editing/cataloging software and drivers for earlier versions of Windows. The 
base of the camera has three spring-loaded fingers which can grasp the top of a flat screen monitor 
or notebook. 
 
The Skype software is a straightforward download and install. About the only decision you have to 
make is whether to install the Google Toolbar (which is installed by default.)  I declined - I dislike add
-on browser toolbars. You need to create and register a Skype name (not your e-mail address) and 
pick a password (at least 6 characters having at least one digit.)  You need to provide a valid e-mail 
address for use in recovering forgotten password.  
 
For Windows, Skype installs yet another little icon in the system tray down by the clock - but I have 
found it to be low-impact upon my machine so I have left it active. The image of the icon changes 
depending upon your computer's status - available for incoming calls, offline, do-not-disturb, 
etc.  The same icons appear next to entries in your contact list showing their availability.To populate 
your contact list, you need to provide either the Skype name or e-mail address of the other party. 
That's about it. Click on an entry in your contact list, select CALL (for a voice only call) or VIDEO 
CALL (for voice + video) and within about 5 seconds the other end will ring and your correspondent 
can elect what type of call to accept. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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1964 Has Finally Arrived (cont’d)  
 
During a video call you have a large image of your correspondent. On a 1024x768 I am going to 
guess that it is near 800x600.  A smaller picture-in-picture image at the lower left displays what your 
correspondent sees. 
 
There is a small window within which you may type text a la instant messaging. 
 
Recently I was having problems with establishing an account on a service, I couldn't make out the 
CAPTCHA distorted letters. (As some of you know, I am legally blind.)  I called Scott planning on ask-
ing him to create the account for me. He pointed out that there was a "share my screen" capability in 
Skype.  I did so, he read the characters for me, and I was able to continue. Nice! 
 
As mentioned earlier, Skype-to-Skype calls are free. There is a charge for Skype to other types of 
telephone service, i.e. landline, cell etc.  I haven't needed that. Lastly, some years ago eBay pur-
chased controlling interest in Skype thinking that buyers and sellers would use it during the auction 
process - questions about items prior to the sale, shipping instructions after, etc.  It never took off. Re-
cently eBay sold most of their interest to an investors group led by Mark Andreessen (originator of 
Netscape) but the founding partners of Skype sued eBay claiming that eBay had violated the contract. 
That's up in the air, but it is highly improbable that the service will 'go away'  It will be interesting to 
watch the case work its way through the courts. 
 
 
 

          Some New Year Changes 
                   Jon Jackman – President FVPCA 

At the last Executive Meeting we discussed the problem 
we have had since going to sending out the Fox Tales 
electronically. When sent via US Mail, we were able to 
plug in the expiration date on the address label. To in-
clude each member’s individual expiration date when 
sending out the Fox Tales as an e-mail attachment is a 
more difficult task. It has been decided to adjust the due 
dates to be in January for all members. So for the coming 
year, any members due in January, 1010 will pay: $30, 
February: $27.50, March: $25, and $2.50 less each 
month, thereafter. See the chart to the right of this article. 
 
 In January 2011, all members will owe $30, which will be 
renewable each January thereafter. New members will 
pay a pro-rated amount to bring them into the cycle as 
well, although renewals for existing members and new 
members due in November, 2010 would be $30 and in-
clude 2011. This will simplify the renewal process, al-
though 2010 will be a period of adjustment for most every-
one. We will amend the By-Laws and Constitution accord-
ingly. 
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THE FOX VALLEY PC ASSOCIATION 
 

The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the task of providing computer in-
formation to our fellow members. We are a non-profit organization. The group  
has been active since January 1985.   The dues are $30 per year. Our meetings 
are held on the third Saturday of the month (except December.)  
 
The meeting place for (January) will be at South Point Center at 810 Preston 
Lane, Oswego, IL The formal meeting starts at 9:15 A.M. Non-member visitors 
are always welcome. If you can, please come early & help with set-up. Thanks! 
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Click on the graphic above to see computer 
related books from www.oreilly.com 
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Kane County Electronic Recycling Dates for 2009  
�������������	
�
  

Items Accepted for Recycling:  

Personal Computers, Monitors, Printers, Scanners, Mo-
dems, Tape, Disk, CD Drives, Cables, Keyboards, Mice, 
Plotters (Limit of 25 pieces on Towers/CPU's and Moni-
tors) 

Televisions, Camcorders, Cameras, Stereo Equipment (no 
speakers), Game Players, Joysticks 

Telephones, Cell Phones, Pagers, Answering Machines, 
Typewriters, Calculators, Adding Machines, Fax Ma-
chines, Shredders, Copiers, Postage Meters 

Electronic Media:  Floppy Discs, Compact Discs (and 
cases), Videotapes, Audio Cassettes) 

www.co.kane.il.us/environment/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offset & High-Speed Digital 
 Duplicating Printing 

27 Stone Hill Road, Oswego, IL 60543 
Stonehill Industrial Park 

Ph: 630-554-2733    Fax 630-554-1198 
 

E-mail:  oswegoprinting@gmail.com 
 

Visit our website at: www.oswegoprinting.com 
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Fox Valley PC Association  
Officers & Board Members 

President 
  Jon Jackman  630-892-7767  
 e-mail  jockojkj@aol.com 

Vice President  
 Tom Anzalone    630-482-9808  
 e-mail tanzalone2@earthlink.net 

Secretary 
 Bill Palmer   630-859-8939 
 e-mail  william_palmer@att.net 

Treasurer  
 Dean Holste  
 

Newsletter Layout Editor 
 Dean Holste    
 e-mail  deanholste(at)sbcglobal.net 

Membership Coordinator  
 Bill Powell   630-553-1887 
              e-mail  wpnkp81@sbcglobal.net 
Website Webmaster  
 Kathryn Farrell 
 e-mail: farrellkathya@aol.com 

Publicity Coordinator   
 VACANT  
 e-mail  

Program Coordinator  
 Craig McGregor  630-554-1923  
 e-mail Craig.McGregor@ACXIOM.COM �
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The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published 
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association, 
Post Office Box 369, Oswego, IL 60543, a non
-profit organization, established to provide 
information about Intel based personal com-
puter systems (and almost anything 
“digital”) to our members.  
     

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors 
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume 
any liability for damages arising out of the 
publication or non-publication of any adver-
tisement, article, editorial, or any other item 
in this Newsletter. All opinions expressed 
herein are those of the individual authors 
only and do not express the opinions of the 
Fox Valley PC Association, its Officers, 
Board of Directors, the "Fox Tales" Newslet-
ter, or its Editors. 
      
Permission to reproduce portions which are 
not specifically copyrighted is given to other 
computer users' groups for non-profit use. 
Reprints must not be altered, proper credit 
given and a copy of the publication must be 
sent to the attention of the "Fox Tales" Edi-
tors at the Club address. All other reproduc-
tion is prohibited without written permission 
of the original author.  

Location:  
Kane Co. Circuit Clerk Office 
540 S. Randall Rd. St.Charles, Il    8:00am-12:00pm 
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The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is: 
 www.fvpca.org   
Courtesy of APCUG 
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Have a computer hardware problem or a technical que stion?  Head over to our website 
and click on the red question mark to send your que stion! We will research it and have an 
answer at the next meeting or sooner if needed.  


