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Better Luck Next Year
by Jon Jackman, President FVPCA

Well, | got over the embarrassing loss to the Indianapolis Colts. After all, the Bears did win the
NFC championship. Maybe next season. Now it's on to basketball and baseball. It's nice to think
of warmer weather when the highs are so low.

The big news this month is the release of the new Windows Vista operating system. | glanced at a
laptop at a Circuit City store and was impressed by the slick interface. It seems all of the machines
that now have Vista installed are higher end ones with duo processors and tons of memory, larger
hard drives, as well as more powerful video adapters. | even went online to test whether my ma-
chines were “Vista ready.” There is an online tool available to check your machine to see what is
required to install this operating system. Only one of my three PCs seemed capable of the up-
grade.

| just heard Patrick Chrispen on WGN radio comment on Vista. Basically, he suggests doing a
Vista - ready test on your machine to see if it can handle Vista. He also recommends a new instal-
lation, as opposed to an upgrade. He was amazed at how many manufacturers have yet to update
drivers to handle Vista. He suggested that users wait several months until the problems with driv-
ers have been resolved. He also suggested that if your machine is over a year old, to consider
buying a new machine with Vista preinstalled. You can see more of Patrick's comments on his
website: www.savemybutt.com. We will take a preliminary look at Vista at our monthly meeting in
February, with a more in-depth program to follow in March using WindowsVistaTestDrive.com.

We had some lively discussions at our monthly Executive Committee meeting on February 2™. We
have purchased 15 new thumb drives and a 250 GB external hard drive for a new program:
Downloads of the Quarter. We will discuss this at our meeting in February. If you have any ideas
of what programs you would like to have in the Downloads of the Quarter, please offer suggestions
at our next meeting or you could submit your suggestion via the Q&A link on our website. We are
also looked at a different way to collect membership dues. We are considering going to a particu-
lar month, thereby consolidating all due dates for a just one particular month of the year. We will
also discuss this at a meeting in February, seeking your input, as it may impact your payment

schedule.
(Continued on page 2)
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Our monthly meeting in February will be held at the Civic Center location. Tom Anzalone will pre-
sent a program on “Virtual Machine Fundamentals.” (Please read his introductory article in this
newsletter regarding virtual machines.) Last month we inaugurated a new Q & A segment that al-
lowed users to post a question from our website. This allowed Tom or myself to review the mate-
rial and attempt to provide a solution at the meeting. As we did not have an Internet connection in
January, we were able demonstrate what the solution was using copies of web pages. We hope
to move the responses to our message board. | encourage members with questions to go to our
website and post their questions from there. Our program in January was a hew segment inaugu-
rated by Bill Powell: “Show and Tell -- What | Got for Christmas?” We plan to offer an opportunity
each month asking members to "Show and Tell" any new or interesting items that they may have.
Thank you Bill.

Another topic at our executive committee meeting dealt with our newsletter where we set up
deadlines so that we can get the Fox Tales out to you in a more timely fashion. Anyone can for-
ward informational articles to me, as | will prepare some on a regular basis. (Please submit them
by the last Wednesday of the month.) They will then get forwarded to Dean Holste, who will layout
the newsletter and submit them electronically to our printer. William Palmer will then pick up the
completed newsletters and send them out to our members. We hope that this new collaboration
will work smoothly and that members will be able to get their newsletters in a more timely fashion.

Bill Powell is continuing to work with our membership directory and is progressing well. | provided
him with additional archived photographs to be used. For those without photos we will try to take
current pictures in the next several months at our meetings. So if you want your photo updated or
do not have a photograph in our last directory (2004-2005), please come to one of the next
monthly meetings and ask Bill to take your picture.

With the changes in our membership dues payment schedule and also the Downloads of the
Quarter program we will once again approach a revision of our bylaws. We hope to get this taken
care of by the end of the winter, early spring.

This year is shaping up well for the FVPCA, even though the Bears did not do as well as we had
hoped. (Although I imagine there are a few happy Colts fans out there!)

Upgrade to a Newer PC

By Bill Powell, Membership Coordinator FVPCA

Christmas has come and gone... A friend of mine wanted to upgrade to a newer PC. He was still
using a Windows 98 machine with only a 6 GB hard drive. He didn’t want to spend a lot of money
so we looked around and found an E-Machine at Tiger Direct with a 160 GB HD, a DVD - R/W
with 1 GB of RAM and XP Home Edition. It also had an internal multi-card reader slot. It didn’t
come with a monitor but the old one would do just fine. Anyway PC’s are just like cars — in a cou-
ple of years you’ll want another one anyway...
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| went to Tiger and stood in line for 20 minutes and then | was out the door with the new PC. | took it
to my friend’s house and we began to set it up. | also took a 1 GB Jump Drive and a CD with some
freeware programs such as Adaware, Spybot, Belarc Advisor and several others. After we got all the
hardware connected we fired it up. The first thing we had to figure out was how to register XP online
so we had to get AOL dialup working. As usual the PC had AOL already loaded so we connected
the telephone line and started AOL. Now that AOL was working we struggled through the process of
registering XP. After that we thought we were home free...

DUH! | had intended to use the jump drive to transfer the files from the old to the new PC since it
was handy. To our dismay we discovered that Windows 98 does not support jump drives... So it was
back on line to the Kingston web site to find drivers. The web site told us that Kingston no longer
supports Windows 98 but there was one driver that might work... You guessed it... It didn't — Hmmm
now what. The old PC didn’'t have a CD writer. Finally figured the easiest way would be to pull the
6GB hard drive out of the old PC and install it as the E: drive on the new one... (They had parti-
tioned the 160 GB new HD with a small D: drive where they installed recovery files... They also gave
a recovery CD... Nice touch...) So we pulled out the 6GB hard drive, changed the pin jumper to ca-
ble select, reconnected the data and power cables and rebooted the PC... Great, XP recognized the
drive and we were back in business.

We created a directory called Old PC and copied all the data folders from the D: drive to the C:
drive. Everything was going just fine or was it... Many of the files were Lotus.wk1 files so | asked for
the install disks... Duh... He said he couldn’t find them anymore... Figuring we could use MS Office
or Word Perfect 12 (which he had just bought) we installed them. Then we tried to open the Lo-
tus.wkl files from explorer and of course they wouldn’t open. At this point we opened Excel, clicked
on file, open, selected the old PC directory and the files didn’t show up... We noticed that file type
was looking for excel .xIs files so we clicked on the drop down menu, selected all files and there they
were... Opening them one by one and then resaving them as an excel .xls files worked just fine...
Now all we needed to do was go online and find XP drivers for his two printers and setup a few
handy shortcut icons on the desktop and in the task bar.

Lastly, we placed a copy of the registry on the desktop and created a restore point...
Whew, job well done...
Bill Powell

Bill is a member of the FVPCA. He has been the membership coordinator previously, but took a brief
hiatus until his return to the Board as Membership Coordinator once again.




BYOHTPC (Part 1)
By Tom Anzalone — Vice President FVPCA

You are probably wondering what the title of my article is about? After about a year contemplating
and planning, | finally dove in and built my own home theater PC. The title refers to “Build Your Own
Home Theater PC,” and in the following article | will go through what | did to do just that. What |
wanted this PC to do was to capture TV shows, become a repository for all my digital pictures and
music, and to have the ability to record any of the shows, songs, or pictures to a DVD. After doing
some research on components, | picked up the following items to build my PC:

DFI RS482 INFINITY Socket 939 ATI Radeon Xpress 200 Micro ATX AMD Motherboard
1 GB CORSAIR DDR 400 (PC 3200) Memory

GIGABYTE GH-ED821-LC 94 mm Ball CPU Cooler

Seagate Barracuda 320GB 7200 RPM SATA 3.0Gb/s Hard Drive

LG 16X DVD#£R Super-Multi DVD Burner With 12X DVD-RAM Write

AMD Athlon 64 FX-55 San Diego 2.6GHz Socket 939 Processor

Antec Overture Il Media Case

Netgear Wireless Network Card 802.11AG

| purchased an OEM copy of Windows XP Professional SP2 to use as my primary operating system
software. The final components were the remaining PCI TV Tuner card and the software needed to
record TV shows. For these items, | bought a bundle that included the TV Tuner card, wireless key-
board, remote control, and all the software | needed from a company called Snapstream
(www.snapstream.com). This company sells a software package called Beyond TV that allows
you to capture TV shows to your PC for later viewing. They also offer an additional package called
Beyond Media that allows you to organize and manage all your music, photos, and videos. | also
purchased the optional DVD burn plug-in which will allow me to burn videos and data from the pro-
gram. Here is a list of some of the features that the Beyond TV product will do:

x Easy Fast-Forward and Rewind- Pause fast-forward and rewind not only your recordings, but
also live television. Beyond TV supports multiple speeds of fast-forward and rewind and 30-second
skip and 7-second instant replay.

x Powerful Program Guide- Beyond TV's integrated electronic program guide (EPG) has up-to-
date listings for the U.S. and Canada. Tell Beyond TV what kind of broadcast source you have and it
will construct a personalized guide for you.

x Intelligent Recordings- Tell Beyond TV which shows to record and it'll do the rest. Record an
entire TV series, a single show, or all of the new episodes of a show with the click of a button.

x Skip Commercials With SmartSkip™ -Tired of sitting through commercials? Seen the first five
minutes already? Quickly watch recorded shows by skipping blocks of commercials or other parts of
the show. SmartSkip™ lets you watch TV more efficiently and conveniently than ever. Turn on the
SmartSkip™ feature and Beyond TV will automatically insert markers at major scene changes of all
HD and SD recordings, creating chapters. Users can then easily skip quickly from one chapter to an-
other at the touch of a button. Skip thirty second intervals, or play seven second instant replays.

(Due to space constraints, Tom’s excellent article will conclude in next month's Fox Tales. Ed.)

4



Goodbye Dual Boot....Hello Virtualization!

By Tom Anzalone — Vice President FVPCA

My first dual boot system...ahh | remember it well. | had a dual 486/33 processor motherboard, 256
megabytes of memory, and a huge 40 GB hard drive. | bought a product called System Commander
that helped me setup a boot partition in which | could boot to multiple operating systems. | wanted
to learn Red Hat and | had only enough money for my current system. | couldn't go out and buy an-
other machine to dedicate to another operating system nor could | give up my Windows box. The
product worked well and | was able switch between operating systems. For many of us, the only
way to run multiple operating systems on the same machine is do use a similar product to setup the
dual boot or to do it manually. Well those days are over with! The last several years has brought us
a huge change in how we will view hardware and operating systems. This new technology, or
should | say old technology brought to the X86 platform, is called Virtualization. This technology
adds an abstraction layer that decouples the physical hardware from the operating system. This
gives us the ability to run multiple virtual machines, with heterogeneous operating systems to run in
isolation, side-by-side on the same physical machine. So what does this mean to us? Virtualization
allows us to run Red Hat Linux, Windows XP, and DOS on the same physical machine all at the
same time! Virtualization is by no means new. It was first introduced in the 1960s to allow partition-
ing of large mainframe resources which were expensive. Eventually minicomputers and PCs pro-
vided a more efficient, affordable way to distribute processing power, so by the 1980s, Virtualization
was no longer widely employed. In the 1990s, researchers began to look for some of the problems
associated with the proliferation of less expensive hardware. These problems, including underutili-
zation, high management costs, and vulnerabilities, are solved through the use of Virtualization. |
will be doing a presentation this month that will cover Virtualization using a product from a company
called VMware. | will demonstrate a product called VMware Workstation 5.5. So if you ever built a
dual boot system or just want to run those old DOS games on your new XP machine, then make
sure to look for my presentation at this month’s meeting.

Tom is the Vice President of the FVPCA and is a member of the CAEUG. Tom has 13 years experience
in Information Technology and is a Senior Network Engineer for a firm in Chicago.
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12 voltproducts.com

‘27 Stone Hill Road ¢ Oswego, IL 60543
(630) 554-1728 & Fax: (630) 554-1198

E-Mail: sales@12voltproducts.com ZO N E

AUTO » MARINE * HOME * RV/CAMPING * RECREATIONAL
TRUCKER PRODUCTS & SUPPLIES

TRAVEL ACCESSORIES There are a growing number of locations
Power Inverters / Portable Power Supplies that offer free Internet via a wireless WiFi
- Extend the battery life of your laptop / cellphone connection! We would like to find a place

THE FOX VALLEY

PC ASSOCIATION
The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the task of providing computer in-
formation to our fellow members. We are a non-profit organization. The grou
has been active since January 1985. The dues are $30 per y€ar meeting
are held on the third Saturday of the month (except December.)

The meeting place this month (February) will be at the Oswegoland Civic Cep-
ter at 5 Ashlawn Avenue, Montgomery, lllinois. The formal meeting starts gt
9:15 A.M. Non-member visitors are always welcome. If you can, please come egrly
& help with set-up. Thanks!

The following members have renewed their membership:

Richard Chamberlain
Ana Eng M.D.
Richard Goold
Jon Jackman

William Kirchner

Thank Youl!

Please check the label on your newsletter to see when your
subscription is due!
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The "FOX TALES” Newsletter

The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association,
Post Office Box 369, Oswego, IL 60543, a
non-profit organization, established to pro-
vide information about IBM PCs and IBM
Compatible personal computer systems (and
almost anything “digital”) to our members.

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors
and Editors of "Fox Tales"” do not assume
any liability for damages arising out of the
publication or non-publication of any adver-
tisement, article, editorial, or any other item
in this Newsletter. All opinions expressed
herein are those of the individual authors
only and do not express the opinions of the
Fox Valley PC Association, its Officers,
Board of Directors, the "Fox Tales" Newslet-
ter, or its Editors.

Permission to reproduce portions which are
not specifically copyrighted is given to other
computer users' groups for non-profit use.
Reprints must not be altered, proper credit
given and a copy of the publication must be
sent to the attention of the "Fox Tales" Edi-
tors at the Club address. All other reproduc-
tion is prohibited without written permission
of the original author.

Offset & High-Speed Digital
Duplicating Printing
27 Stone Hill Road, Oswego, IL 60543
Stonehill Industrial Park
Ph: 630-554-2733 Fax 630-554-1198
E-mail: jim@agema.net
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COMPUTER SHOWS

The Great Midwest Computer Show has slus-
pended operations. At this time, there are |no
future shows planned. If new shows are adfled,
they will be listed on their site. Please visit he

Great Midwest Computer Show
Web site at:
www.codshow.com
The Midwest'’s oldest and largest Computer
Show, since 1984

Also see:
www.giantcomputershow.com/

President
Jon Jackman 630-892-7767
e-mail jockjojkj@aol.com
Vice President
Tom Anzalone 630-482-9808
e-mailtanzalone2@earthlink.net
Secretary
Bill Palmer 630-859-8939
e-mail wdpalmer@juno.com
Treasurer
Richard Chamberlain 630-892-9361
e-mailRsqrd chmb@aol.com
Newsletter Layout Editor
Dean Holste 630-966-8521
e-mail deanholste@sbcglobal.net
Membership Coordinator
Bill Powell 630-553-1887
e-mail wpnkp8l@sbcglobal.net
Website Webmaster
Bob Tuftee 630-553-0513
e-mail retjjt@comcast.net
Publicity Coordinator
VACANT
e-mail
Program Coordinator
Craig McGregor 630-554-1923
e-mailCraig.McGregor@ACXIOM.COM
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The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is:
www.fvpca.org

Courtesy of APCUG

eeeeeee

Program for the February Meeting:

Virtual Machine Fundamentals

The Next Meeting Will Be at 9:15 A.M.

February 17, 2007

At the Civic Center location
5 Ashlawn Avenue, Montgomery, lllinois
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