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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Jon Jackman i President FVPCA

In our household, the holidays are welcoming and
enjoyable. Decorations go up right after Thanksgiv-
ing. My wife has a real knack of arranging decora-
tions throughout our home, and | am touched by her
care to make things look just right. | set up some
modest light displays outside, which was easier this
year, as the mild weather lingered a bit longer. Fam-
ily and friends came to visit and we all enjoyed each

otherds company once agai
Gi ft Awish |istsd were
hel ped agiofitdi nigroe scenar i

made most of my purchases online through Amazon,
and took advantage of my
ship to get free shipping on most of the items. The
weather was pretty lousy during the few days before
Christmas and my last minute shopping was mini-
mized to a few items that | had to get. There always
seem to be | ast minute
few days before Christmas that get me out and about
among the crowds of shoppers. | do not mind, except
| 6d prefer some snowfl ak
holiday shopping mood. (I actually relish the chance
to go all-wheel driving in the snow. My annual Wis-
consin snowmobiling trip will be here soon enough!)

On New Year b6s Day, my
thing back up. | reluctantly helped her get things
stowed away. | am one of those who would like the
season to linger a bit longer and savor the memories,
especially as this was a good one. Gatherings were
warm and welcoming. Everyone enjoyed their gifts,
and | wi || share some o
Christmasd segment at ou
way, if you received some interesting digital gift,
please bring it or tell us about it at the meeting. The
tree and lights remained up for an extra day or two,
as the city of Aurora has Yule tree pick-up in the
second week of January. The outside decorations
still remain, and continue to provide their light of
hope to all in the now shorter evenings.

(Continued on Page 7)
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The "FOX TALES” Newsletter

The "Fox Tales” Newsletter is published
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association,
Post Office Box 369, Oswego, IL 60543, a non-
profit organization, established to provide in-
formation about Windows® based personal
computer systems (and almost anything
Adi gital o) to our membe

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume any
liability for damages arising out of the publica-
tion or non-publication of any advertisement,
article, editorial, or any other item in this
Newsletter. All opinions expressed herein are
those of the individual authors only and do not
express the opinions of the Fox Valley PC As-
sociation, its Officers, Board of Directors, the
"Fox Tales" Newsletter, or its Editors.

Permission to reproduce portions which are
not specifically copyrighted is given to other
computer users' groups for non-profit use. Re-
prints must not be altered, proper credit given
and a copy of the publication must be sent to
the attention of the "Fox Tales" Editors at the
Club address. All other reproduction is prohib-
ited without written permission of the original
author.

THE FOX VALLEY PC ASSOCIATION

The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the task of providing computer informa-
tion to our fellow members. We are a non-profit organization. The group has been
active since January 1985. The dues are $30 per year. Our meetings are held on
the third Saturday of the month (except December.)

Our regular meeting place is in the South Point Center community room located at
810 Preston Lane in Oswego, Illinois. The formal meeting starts at 9:15 A.M.

Non-member visitors are always welcome.
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Networking For Dummies (Part 1 of 2)

Written by Ron Hirsch, Member & Contributing Editor, Boca Raton Computer Society, Florida
www.brcs.org Ronhirsch1439 (at) comcast.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with t
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Introduction

This is part one of a two part article on this topic. Now, before anyone feels that I'm out of line for re-
ferring to someone as a dummy, | want to make it clear that | was the networking dummy in ques-
tion, for many years.

While | build and repair my own computers, and have written considerable software, | was always
very weak on networking. However, lately I've graduated from dummy school, thanks to some good
hardware and software, and more experiences with my home network.

| thought I'd share my old, and new experiences, with you, as they have come from many years of
frustrating activities, associated with my home wireless network.

This article will not go into the complete aspect of all types of networks, but is limited to home net-
works, which are what many of you already have, or are possibly contemplating having in the near
future.

HOME NETWORK PURPOSES

Allowing multiple computers to share the internet, is the usual purpose of a home network. My Inter-
net Service Provider (ISP) is Comcast.

Most homes use either the local cable company, which is Comcast here in Boca Raton, or a DSL
(digital sub-scriber line) from the landline phone company (AT&T here in Boca).

A secondary purpose can be accessing stored files on other computers on the network, or sharing
devices such as printers installed on other computers.

WIRELESS ROUTERS

Most home networks use a wireless router. This is a unit which allows multiple devices (usually com-
puters) to be plugged into it, and also provides a wireless signal which broadcasts in all directions,
so that computers which have a wireless adapter (either via an internal card, or a USB plug-in wire-
less adapter) can connect to the Internet.

My Networking Task & Troubles Back In 2002

First, here's a commentary of what occurred, some years back, in my first brush with home network-
ing. | decided that | wanted a wireless network, as | had two computers, and | wanted both to have
access to the Internet . Since it would have been very inconvenient to run an ethernet cable from my
main computer's router to the second computer, | opted for a router with wireless capability.

(Continued on Page 4)



Networking For Dummies (Part 1 of 2) (conts4d)

MAIN COMPUTER SET UP

| purchased a Linksys wireless router, since Linksys was one of the biggest names in this product
area, then | installed the router, and connected my main computer via an ethernet cable, which uses
RJ-45 connectors. These connectors look like the connectors on telephones, but they are larger. |
connected my Adelphia computer modem to my new router, and just assumed that all would work
right away. Of course, nothing worked to start off.

There was no installation CD disc, but there were many pages of manual instructions on what one
had to do to set things up. The complexity of the instructions was mind boggling, so | called Linksys
support - which was in the Philippines.

Tech support worked by rote. They followed various sets of instructions, and most of the support
staff really was not t hat capabl e. I al so cal |l ¢
knowl edgeabl ed there was also quite difficult.

After several days of back and forth calls, and speaking to quite a number of different persons, 1 fi-
nally got my main computer (which was hard wired to the router) online and working properly with
my Internet connection.

SECOND COMPUTER SET UP

Next came getting my #2 computer connected to the router, via the wireless capability. | had bought
a Linksys USB wireless adapter. It also had nothing much in the way of information on how to use it,
and no install CD.

| connected the wireless adapter to machine #2, and guess what - nothing happened. So, it was
back onto Linksys tech support. | must have spent eight to ten hours fumbling around, while talking
to Linksys support. We tried everything, but we could not get the second computer to connect to the
Internet.

Finally, the Linksys tech support person advised me that he could only suggest one final step. There

was a free program avail abl esomennamehtide gdve mecthe BLitg c a
that page, which was not a Linksys page. He suggested that | download and install it, and it would

get my wireless adapter connected up, so | did, and amazingly 5 minutes later, | realized success.

So why couldn't Linksys have some similar software included with the wireless adapter?

TASK NOT QUITE FINISHED YET

| noted that when my #2 computer finally made it on line, that the received wireless signal was quite

weak. Out of a possible 5 bars of signal strength, it hopped back and forth between one and none,

so | did some investigating, and learned that the large distance between my wireless router, and the

#2 computer was right at the max usable distance. Checking around, | found, on the Linksys site, a
ifibooster ampo, that was designed to work with m
the top of my router, to hold the four feet of the booster amp.

(Continued on Page 5)



Networking For Dummies (Part 1 of 2) (conts4d)

So | bought this amp, and finally the install went smoothly. Since it was nothing but an amplifier,
there were no settings or adjustments. It did improve the signal strength slightly, and | now had a
solid one bar reading. This was good enough to maintain Internet connectivity, but did give me a
very slow connection.

So after about 10 days of stumbling around, | finally got my system working.

This picture is what the router and booster look like. The picture is actually the new router, with the
old booster on top of it. The new and old routers are virtually identical in size.

Moving Ahead In Time

In mid April 2009, | suddenly started having problems with my main computer's Internet access, and
then my wireless computers' access.

After reviewing the symptoms, and running a few checks, | became convinced that my Linksys router
had developed a problem. Because of its age (7 years), and the fact that it was an older 802.11b
model, | decided that the simplest approach was just to get a new router. And, if | stayed with the
Linksys WRT54GL, which was an 802.11G unit, | could have the faster speed of the G series. And,
the new router would accommodate my old booster, since it had the same mating holes to mount the
booster.

EXTENDED NETWORK

By this point in time, | had my main desktop computer hard wired to the router, and two other desk-
tops and a laptop wirelessly connected to the router. And yes, as | added computers 3 and 4 some
years back, all things did not go smoothly. My laptop was the easiest. When | got it in 2004, it al-
ready had a wireless adapter built in. When | turned it on, it immediately found the wireless network,
and was connected.

The #3 desktop also had a built in wireless card, but getting it online was a struggle, similar to the
first wire-less connection. Finally, | did get it working, without having to resort to BOINGO.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Coming in Part 2

Il n part 2 of HANetworking for Dummieso, I rel a

and then getting all four machines running smoothly there. | was dreading going through what I'd
been through in the past.

This was a night and day difference from my first experiences in 2002. The router came with an in-

stall ation CD. And it installed the router and m

When | started on the installs of the three wireless computers, there were a few hiccups. But | then
went on | ine, to check out a program called
when installing and configuring networks. They offered a free 7 day trial, which allows the user to
install the software on up to eight computers, and let Network Magic do all the work for you.

Since Network Magic was created by Cisco, and Cisco now owns Linksys, if you were using a Link-
sys router, most of the important software features would continue working forever, at no cost to the
user.

If you did not have a Linksys router, you could buy the lesser standard (up to 3 computers), or the
Pro version (up to 8 computers), for $29.99 and $39.99 respectively.

Conclusion

This is the end of part 1 of HANetworking for
installing my new router, and getting all 4 computers online, and talking to each other. This was in-
deed a real eye-opener for me. | was most happy to see that the setup and configuration had gone
from a terrifying-inthg-parkence to a fwal k

If you find this material useful, you may want to download this article in PDF format, from our web
site www.brcs.org. This allows readers to keep the material either as a PDF file, and/or print it out,
and place it in a loose-leaf notebook, for future reference.
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Eventually, | will take the displays down, but when that will be, will be my call. | had mailed out a link to our members
which showcased a fantastic light display in Utah. Maybe we can visit that site together at our next meeting!?

All said and done, it was a splendid Christmas. We were among the fortunate ones. Not everyone faired so well in this
economy. As we think about it, it all begins with being thankful, and in giving back. It really is better to give than to re-
ceive! We wish all of our members and their families a healthy and happy New Year!

Our November meeting went wel/l, as we took a | ook at a fAS
Internet. Kris Simon showcased Wii Resort and the new game controller technology s that allows for some rigorous,
amazing game play. We also had a AProjection Screen Showd«

including the newest addition. Come see it at our next meeting!

The Community Service SIG met at the OLGC Elementary School on December 19" and worked hard throughout the
morning. We met around 9:00 AM and discussed our plans over some coffee, donuts and coffee cake. We then moved
into the lab and performed some of the maintenance tasks, which could be viewed on the LCD projector. We made some
adjustments to the to-do list and moved off to the PCs in the classrooms. There certainly was a lot of dirt and dust built
up and minor figlitchesd that needed to be resolved. We wer
We enjoyed all of the sandwiches and treats that Veronica had made for us to have during a break in the action. Yummy!
However, despite our best efforts, we simply ran out of time to work on the Lab computers. As those are all together in
one room, they can be more conveniently attended to by Bill and Veronica, who were very grateful for our help on the
classroom computers. Once again, we thank our members who volunteered their time and talent for this project: Bill
Palmer, William Bates, Kathy Farrell, Dave Chrestenson, Al Higgins, Bill Powell, Kris Simon and Jon Jackman who all
joined with the OLGC staff: Bill Armbrust and Veronica Weir. Well done!

At our last Executive Committee meeting we reflected on the goings-on during the past year and looked ahead to 2010.

You wi l |l soon see a link to OOb6Reilly on our website where
will be pursuing a program from a Life-Lock rep, develop a program on the Office 2007 interface (which can be confus-

ing), look into remote access on a computer (via TeamViewer), and continue to explore our Internet connectivity. It does
appear that we wil/ be able to conduct Live Meeting Awebir
tion for that looks promising, although reception in the Activity Room may be diminished as there are fewer windows in

that room. We will see. Windows 7 issues will be more regularly discussed. Kathy Farrell had her first exposure to how

we manage our web site. (Thanks in part to TeamViewer, Kompozer and FTP Commander.) She intends to begin a re-

tooling of the site to make it more dynamic in appearance and use. We will also explore the responses to the Survey that

will have been compiled by our next meeting. We also have initiated a re-structuring of the membership dues payment
schedule, as described in a recent e-mail. We will discuss this in greater detail at the January meeting.

By the way, you may have noticed the new format of the Fox Tales. We are looking at a new template that will allow for

some more space for articles. The one column style will remain, as multiple columns can be a pain to read in an elec-

tronic format. Dean will continue to download copy from a library of APCUG articles to provide some variety as well as

addi tional content . We continue to welcome articles submi:
terest, please write something up and send it along. Word or RTF text files are preferred.

The next general meeting will be held on January 16, 2010, at the South Point location, but in the Activity Room down
the hall. This meeting will be coming up pretty quickly as there are five Saturdays this month, so mark your calendars.
Hopefully the weather will not be a deterrent. Hope to see you there. Bring a friend! And again: Happy New Year!

The following members have renewed their membership:

Joseph Cavolick
James McMillan
Stanley Naruz

Thank Youl!
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Fox Valley PC Association
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The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is: |
www.fvpca.org ;
Courtesy of APCUG apcu

This Monthos Progran
What | got for Christmas.. a discussion led by Jon
TeamViewer - Remote in to another PC - Jon
Skype Update - Conference and Video Calling - Jon
2010 - DOQ1 Offerings

The Next Meeting Will Be at 9:15 A.M.

January 16, 2010

Location: South Point Center Community Room
810 Preston Lane Oswego, lllinois
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