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Back From the Ancient World

Jon Jackman 1 President FVPCA

| just returned from a holiday on the Mediterra-
nean. It was truly an awesome experience and
something that one might consider for their per-

sonal ABucket List.o I
gram at the July meet.
Old Worldo resembling

experiences last summer in the wilderness of
Ontari o which was part
Wil dernesso program. N
the numerous photos and share them with my
traveling companions and family. In brief, it was
awesomel!

| have been gathering some more programs for
this monthds Downl oads
take a look at some of the offerings in the 2010
DOQ-3 as well at the July meeting. The Execu-
tive Committee Meeting was rescheduled and
will be held after the deadline for this article, so
look for the e-mail meeting reminder which will
include the updated material for the meeting on
July 17" at the South Point location. The FVPCA
web site will also be updated to reflect the up-
coming content. It will be located at either the
Activity Room or Multipurpose Room.

| heard that there were some heavy duty storms
in the area while | was away. Upon my return,
my son told me that the power had been out for
nearly 24 hours. No major issues, other than
some ice <cream that h
phone behaved strangely: it could not receive
calls. | have AT&T U-verse for phone (VOIP), TV
and Internet, so | called AT&T to try and resolve
the problem. Many things were attempted, and
eventually | hooked a wired phone directly to the
Residential Gateway. Viola! It worked. That indi-
cated a line problem in the house, and | was told
that AT&T could come and trouble shoot it for a
fee. | declined their offer. | eventually discovered
a bad phone line splitter and all works fine now.
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The "FOX TALES” Newsletter

The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association,
Post Office Box 592, Oswego, IL 60543, a non -
profit organization, established to provide in-
formation about Windows® based personal
computer systems (and almost anything
Adi gital o) to our membe

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume any
liability for damages arising out of the publica-

tion or non -publication of any advertisement,
article, editorial, or any other item in this
Newsletter. All opinions expressed herein are
those of the individual authors only and do not

express the opinions of the Fox Valley PC As-
sociation, its Officers, Board of Directors, the

"Fox Tales" Newsletter, or its Editors.

Permission to reproduce portions which are
not specifically copyrighted is given to other
computer users' groups for non  -profit use. Re-
prints must not be altered, proper credit given
and a copy of the publication must be sent to
the attention of the "Fox Tales" Editors at the
Club address. All other reproduction is prohib-
ited without written permission of the original
author.

tion to our fellow members.
active since January 1985.

THE FOX VALLEY PC ASSOCIATION

The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the task of providing computer informa-
We are a non -profit organization. The group has been
The dues are $30 per year . Our meetings are held on

the third Saturday of the month (except December.)

Our regular meeting place is in the South Point Center community room located at
810 Preston Lane in Oswego, lllinois. The formal meeting starts at 9:15 A.M.

Non-member visitors are always welcome.
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32Bit Vs 64Blt

Computing - What's Really
The Difference?

by Ryan Morse - June 13, 2010

Sixty four bit computing, has been around since the beginning of computing, but it wasn't in the mainstream
consumer marketplace until just a few years ago, while AMD® announced AMD64 almost a decade ago. Get-
ting the rest of the market to join up was aided by Intel's own imple-

mentation called Intel® 64. From there, you needed an operating “For your computer, this
system that supported the technology and applications that were gi\.res. you support for more
compatible to take advantage of it. Before Windows® Vista and OS system memory, and that
X 10.6, that was hard to come by. You've probably seen that Win- means better multitas.king

dows® 7 comes in 32 and 64-bit version and wondered what the dif-  and generally impmved
ference is. Even now, I'm still surprised at how long it's taken to con- erfc:vrrga nce acaross the
vert everyone over. oard.

Without getting too technical or doing any math, I'll explain the difference and why you should go with it.
For More CLICK HERE!

Tech Tip - 273
No Sound? No Problem! -

"Fixing the'Audio on
your'PC"

by Ryan Morse - June 20, 2010

So you power up your  Desktop PC and you get set to listen to some of
your favorite MP3s while surfing the web when you suddenly realize

that you have no sound. No Windows® start -up music, no clicks and
chime, no nothing. In this TechTip wedl | take a step

to try to get your sweet sounds working again. While the first few

steps may seem basic, youbd be surpri
got into things and did fisomethingo

For More CLICK HERE!



http://www.geeks.com/techtips/2010/32-bit-verse-64-bit-computing-whats-really-the-difference.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/64-bit
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=sys
http://www.techtipsblog.com/
http://www.geeks.com/techtips/2010/how-to-fix-the-audio-on-your-pc.htm

Eliminating Obsolete Windows Device Drivers

By Vinny La Bash, Regular Contributor, Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida
www.spcug.org Vvlabash (at) comcast.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above).

Device drivers are programs that are designed to control (drive) specific types of hardware (devices) that are
attached to your computer. These devices can be attached through wires or by wireless connections. No mat-
ter how the device is attached you need a program to tell it how to interact with the computer. An operating
system such as Windows comes with myriads of device drivers built into it so when you bring your new com-
puter home, attach your printers, external drives, etc., most of them work fine.

The caveat is that drivers are hardware dependent and operating system specific so your external CD-ROM,
which worked flawlessly under Vista, may not work with Windows 7 until you install an updated device driver
designed for the new OS.

Every operating system directs device drivers to communicate with their devices through the computer bus or
a communications subsystem. It is a process which is largely invisible to those trying to get work done on the
computer, much like the internal workings of an automobile are largely invisible to a driver trying to get from
home to the grocery store.

The invisibility of device drivers is a good thing when everything is working smoothly, but it tends to hinder
troubleshooting when trying to track down the cause of a problem. When you upgrade or change hardware,

Wi ndows doesnét usually delete the old device driver
ware conflicts. Seemingly unrelated quirky behavior on the part of the computer can often be traced to a no

longer used device driver.

Resolving device driver problems in Windows can be
outdated device drivers and eliminating them from your system.

Manually searching for device drivers on a Windows system can be frustrating, time-consuming, and mostly a
waste of effort. Conveniently for us, Microsoft has provided a way to locate unused device drivers and remove
them.

The directions herein are designed specifically for Windows 7, but the general process will work for Vista and
XP. There are slight variations in the process with each of the operating systems; just be careful when read-
ing each screen. Letds get on with it.

The Device Manager as it comes from Microsoft is not set up to display device drivers that are no longer be-

ing used. The Device Manager has to be configured to show obsolete drivers so we can remove them. You
need to add something called a special Windows Environment Variable. This is a text string that contains a
path, file name or drive. Programmers refer to this
as long as it works.

(Continued on Page 5)



1. From the Start Menu , right-click on Computer .

2. Select Properties at the bottom of the list.
System Properties LiE-J

_ Computer Name Hardware. Advanced 'System Pratection | Remate

You must be logged on as an Administrator to make most of these changes.

Performance

Visual effects, processor scheduling, memory usage, and virtual memony

| Settings... |
User Profiles
Desktop settings related to your logon
Settings...
Startup and Recovery
System startup, system failure, and debugging infarmation
| Settings... |

| Environment Variables... |

3. From the System window, select Advanced system settings.

4. From the System Properties dialog box, select the Environment Variables button. (See illustration)
5. The Environment Variables dialog box contains two panels, User variables and System variables .
6. Clickthe Newé butt on.

7. In the New System Variable dialog box, type devmgr_show_nonpresent_devices

8. Type 1 in the Variable Value text box.

9. Close all the dialog boxes.

I n most cases there is no need to restart the system
1. Access the Start Menu .
2. Right click Computer.
3. Select Manage.
4. When the Computer Management window appears, select Device Manager .
5. Open the View menu and select Show Hidden Devices .
From now on whenever you open a branch within the Device Manager tree structure and device icons are

"grayed out" or appear faded, these are the unused drivers. You can safely delete them. Whenever you add,
remove or change your hardware configuration, always check for left over drivers and avoid problems.



Best places for mobile computing?
by Mark Tiongco - July 4, 2010

Are you a college student or mobile professional looking for the
perfect go -to place to get schoolwork or office work done while
being away from campus or the office? With the ubiquity of Wi
Fi, many retail establishments now are now fiercely competing
against each other trying to attract mobile computing custom-
ers to their doors.

For More CLICK HERE!
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WWW.0swegoprintingservice.com




