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I just returned from a holiday on the Mediterra-
nean. It was truly an awesome experience and 
something that one might consider for their per-
sonal ñBucket List.ò I will be doing a brief pro-
gram at the July meeting on ñTechnology in the 
Old Worldò resembling something similar to my 
experiences last summer in the wilderness of 
Ontario which was part of my ñTechnology in the 
Wildernessò program. Now I have to assemble 
the numerous photos and share them with my 
traveling companions and family. In brief, it was 
awesome! 
 
I have been gathering some more programs for 
this monthôs Downloads of the Quarter. We will 
take a look at some of the offerings in the 2010 
DOQ-3 as well at the July meeting. The Execu-
tive Committee Meeting was rescheduled and 
will be held after the deadline for this article, so 
look for the e-mail meeting reminder which will 
include the updated material for the meeting on 
July 17

th
 at the South Point location. The FVPCA 

web site will also be updated to reflect the up-
coming content. It will be located at either the 
Activity Room or Multipurpose Room. 
 
I heard that there were some heavy duty storms 
in the area while I was away. Upon my return, 
my son told me that the power had been out for 
nearly 24 hours. No major issues, other than 
some ice cream that had to be tossedé Our 
phone behaved strangely: it could not receive 
calls. I have AT&T U-verse for phone (VOIP), TV 
and Internet, so I called AT&T to try and resolve 
the problem. Many things were attempted, and 
eventually I hooked a wired phone directly to the 
Residential Gateway. Viola! It worked. That indi-
cated a line problem in the house, and I was told 
that AT&T could come and trouble shoot it for a 
fee. I declined their offer. I eventually discovered 
a bad phone line splitter and all works fine now. 
 
 

(Contôd on Page 7) 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 

IN THIS ISSUE  

 

Presidentôs Column- Front Cover 
 
Membership Information- Page 2 
 
Third Generation Serial ATA Drives- 
Page 3 
 
Downsized: Laptop to Netbook ï 
Page 5 
 
June Program, Information and Meet-
ing DateðBack Cover 



2 

2010 

Fox Valley PC Association  
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THE FOX VALLEY PC ASSOCIATION  

 

The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the task of providing computer informa-
tion to our fellow members.  We are a non -profit organization. The group has been 
active since January 1985.   The dues are $30 per year . Our meetings are held on 
the third Saturday of the month (except December.)  
 
Our regular meeting place is in the South Point Center community room located at 
810 Preston Lane in Oswego, Illinois. The formal meeting starts at 9:15 A.M.  
  

Non-member visitors are always welcome.   
 

òUSERS HELPING USERSó 

President  
  Jon Jackman  630 -892-7767  
 e-mail:  jockjojkj@aol.com  
 

Vice President  
 Tom Anzalone    630 -482-9808  
 e-mail: tanzalone@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  
 Bill Palmer   630 -859-8939 
 e-mail  william_palmer@att.net  
 

Treasurer   
 Dean Holste  
 e-mail: deanholste at sbcglobal.net  
 

Newsletter Layout Editor  
 Dean Holste   630 -966-8521 
 e-mail:  deanholste at sbcglobal.net  
 

Membership Coordinator  
 Bill Powell   630 -553-1887 
              e-mail:  wpnkp81@sbcglobal.net  
 

Website Webmaster  
 Jon Jackman 630 -892-7767 
 e-mail:  jockjojkj@aol.com  
 

Publicity Coordinator   
 VACANT  
 e-mail:  
 

Program Coordinator  

 Craig McGregor  630 -554-1923  
 e-mail: Craig.McGregor@ACXIOM.COM  
 

The "FOX TALES" Newsletter  

 
The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published 
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association, 
Post Office Box 592, Oswego, IL 60543, a non -
profit organization, established to provide in-
formation about Windows® based personal 
computer systems (and almost anything 
ñdigitalò) to our members.  
     

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors 
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume any 
liability for damages arising out of the publica-
tion or non -publication of any advertisement, 
article, editorial, or any other item in this 
Newsletter. All opinions expressed herein are 
those of the individual authors only and do not 
express the opinions of the Fox Valley PC As-
sociation, its Officers, Board of Directors, the 
"Fox Tales" Newsletter, or its Editors.  
      
 Permission to reproduce portions which are 
not specifically copyrighted is given to other 
computer users' groups for non -profit use. Re-
prints must not be altered, proper credit given 
and a copy of the publication must be sent to 
the attention of the "Fox Tales" Editors at the 
Club address. All other reproduction is prohib-
ited without written permission of the original 
author.  
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by Ryan Morse - June 13, 2010  

Sixty four bit computing, has been around since the beginning of computing, but it wasn't in the mainstream 

consumer marketplace until just a few years ago, while AMD® announced AMD64 almost a decade ago. Get-

ting the rest of the market to join up was aided by Intel's own imple-

mentation called Intel® 64. From there, you needed an operating 

system that supported the technology and applications that were 

compatible to take advantage of it. Before Windows® Vista and OS 

X 10.6, that was hard to come by. You've probably seen that Win-

dows® 7 comes in 32 and 64-bit version and wondered what the dif-

ference is.  Even now, I'm still surprised at how long it's taken to con-

vert everyone over. 

Without getting too technical or doing any math, I'll explain the difference and why you should go with it.     

For More CLICK HERE! 

 

So you power up your Desktop PC  and you get set to listen to some of 

your favorite MP3s while surfing the web when you suddenly realize 
that you have no sound. No Windows® start -up music, no clicks and 

chime, no nothing. In this Tech Tip  weôll take a step by step approach 
to try to get your sweet sounds working again. While the first few 
steps may seem basic, youôd be surprised how often "some relative" 

got into things and did ñsomethingò that messed up the sound. 

For More CLICK HERE !  

by Ryan Morse -  June 20, 2010  

http://www.geeks.com/techtips/2010/32-bit-verse-64-bit-computing-whats-really-the-difference.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/64-bit
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=sys
http://www.techtipsblog.com/
http://www.geeks.com/techtips/2010/how-to-fix-the-audio-on-your-pc.htm
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Eliminating Obsolete Windows Device Drivers 

By Vinny La Bash, Regular Contributor, Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida 
www.spcug.org    vlabash (at) comcast.net 

 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG 
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above).  
 
Device drivers are programs that are designed to control (drive) specific types of hardware (devices) that are 
attached to your computer. These devices can be attached through wires or by wireless connections. No mat-
ter how the device is attached you need a program to tell it how to interact with the computer. An operating 
system such as Windows comes with myriads of device drivers built into it so when you bring your new com-
puter home, attach your printers, external drives, etc., most of them work fine. 
 
The caveat is that drivers are hardware dependent and operating system specific so your external CD-ROM, 
which worked flawlessly under Vista, may not work with Windows 7 until you install an updated device driver 
designed for the new OS. 
 
Every operating system directs device drivers to communicate with their devices through the computer bus or 
a communications subsystem. It is a process which is largely invisible to those trying to get work done on the 
computer, much like the internal workings of an automobile are largely invisible to a driver trying to get from 
home to the grocery store. 
 
The invisibility of device drivers is a good thing when everything is working smoothly, but it tends to hinder 
troubleshooting when trying to track down the cause of a problem. When you upgrade or change hardware, 
Windows doesnôt usually delete the old device drivers. Sometimes these obsolete programs can cause hard-
ware conflicts. Seemingly unrelated quirky behavior on the part of the computer can often be traced to a no 
longer used device driver. 
 
Resolving device driver problems in Windows can be difficult. In this article weôre going to focus on finding 
outdated device drivers and eliminating them from your system. 
 
Manually searching for device drivers on a Windows system can be frustrating, time-consuming, and mostly a 
waste of effort. Conveniently for us, Microsoft has provided a way to locate unused device drivers and remove 
them. 
 
The directions herein are designed specifically for Windows 7, but the general process will work for Vista and 
XP. There are slight variations in the process with each of the operating systems; just be careful when read-
ing each screen. Letôs get on with it. 
 
The Device Manager as it comes from Microsoft is not set up to display device drivers that are no longer be-
ing used. The Device Manager has to be configured to show obsolete drivers so we can remove them. You 
need to add something called a special Windows Environment Variable. This is a text string that contains a 
path, file name or drive. Programmers refer to this as a system property. We donôt really care what they call it 
as long as it works.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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1. From the Start Menu , right-click on Computer . 
 

2. Select Properties  at the bottom of the list. 

 
 
3. From the System  window, select Advanced  system settings. 

 
4. From the System Properties  dialog box, select the Environment Variables  button. (See illustration) 

 
5. The Environment Variables  dialog box contains two panels, User variables  and System  variables . 

 
6. Click the Newé button. 

 
7. In the New System Variable  dialog box, type devmgr_show_nonpresent_devices 

 
8. Type 1 in the Variable Value  text box. 

 
9. Close all the dialog boxes. 
 
 

In most cases there is no need to restart the system. Letôs test the results of our labor. 
 

1. Access the Start Menu . 
 

2. Right click Computer.  
 

3. Select Manage . 
 

4. When the Computer Management  window appears, select Device Manager . 
 

5. Open the View  menu and select Show Hidden Devices . 

 
From now on whenever you open a branch within the Device Manager tree structure and device icons are 
"grayed out" or appear faded, these are the unused drivers. You can safely delete them. Whenever you add, 
remove or change your hardware configuration, always check for left over drivers and avoid problems. 
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Offset & High-Speed Digital 

 Duplicating Printing  

 
27 Stone Hill Road, Oswego, IL 60543 

Stonehill Industrial Park 

Ph: 630-554-2733    Fax 630-554-1198 
 

E-mail:  oswegoprintingservice.com 
 

Visit our website at:   

www.oswegoprintingservice.com 

 

Best places for mobile computing?  

by Mark Tiongco -  July 4, 2010  
 

Are you a college student or mobile professional looking for the 

perfect go - to place to get schoolwork or office work done while 
being away from campus or the office? With the ubiquity of Wi -

Fi, many retail establishments now are now fiercely competing 
against each other trying to attract mobile computing custom-

ers to their doors.  

 

For More CLICK HERE!  

 


