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Summertime Fun? 
Jon Jackman – President FVPCA 

 
Maybe you have taken a peek at the stream of 
oil gushing out from the floor of the Gulf of Mex-
ico at a depth of 4,929 feet. I looked around and 
found some videos, but it was obvious that they 
were “looping” and not actually “live”. I was able 
to find several sites with live web cam feeds. 
This one has several, one of which is usually ac-
tive: 
http://globalwarming.house.gov/spillcam 
 
What a screw-up! Not only were workers killed, 
but this disaster is ongoing and we can’t imagine 
the short and long term impact that it will have 
on the environment and our economy. When I 
went camping with my family near Panama City 
in Florida as a teenager, I remember walking on 
the white sand beaches and visiting Fort Pick-
ens. The coral sand would make a crunching 
sound as I walked on it, resembling the sound 
made when walking in snow in below zero 
weather. I looked at the location on Google 
Earth. The landscape has changed a bit in 40 
years… real estate development had bloomed 
and hurricanes have rearranged things a bit.  
 
The Fort is still there. Now with the oil on the 
move, many industries in the region are taking a 
hit and things will not be getting any better. We 
see images of dying water foul and turtles, but 
what must be happening out where the water is 
really spoiled? All we can do is hope for the best 
and maybe pray that the well is capped soon. 
(Perhaps it will be by the time you read this!) Ex-
pect Bubba Gump shrimpers to be hard hit. Of 
course prices, for good, untainted shrimp will re-
spond to the law of supply and demand! Update: 
when I just looked at the link above, I could see 
that the flow has ebbed a bit and that there is a 
small tube releasing what appears to be some 
sort of dispersant. Too little, too late! At our 
meeting last month we took a look at “Hijack 
This” which explores all of the processes that are 
running on your machine and helps assess trou-
blesome malware infections.       (Cont’d on Page 7) 
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The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the t ask of providing computer informa-
tion to our fellow members. We are a non-profit org anization. The group has been 
active since January 1985.   The dues are $30 per y ear. Our meetings are held on 
the third Saturday of the month (except December.)  
 
Our regular meeting place is in the South Point Cen ter community room located at 
810 Preston Lane in Oswego, Illinois. The formal me eting starts at 9:15 A.M.  
  

Non-member visitors are always welcome.  
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President 
  Jon Jackman  630-892-7767  
 e-mail:  jockjojkj@aol.com 
 

Vice President  
 Tom Anzalone    630-482-9808  
 e-mail: tanzalone@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 
 Bill Palmer   630-859-8939 
 e-mail  william_palmer@att.net 
 

Treasurer   
 Dean Holste 
 e-mail: deanholste at sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Layout Editor 
 Dean Holste   630-966-8521 
 e-mail:  deanholste at sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership Coordinator  
 Bill Powell   630-553-1887  
              e-mail:  wpnkp81@sbcglobal.net  
 
Website Webmaster  
 Jon Jackman 630-892-7767 
 e-mail:  jockjojkj@aol.com 
 
Publicity Coordinator   
 VACANT  
 e-mail:  
 
Program Coordinator  
 Craig McGregor  630-554-1923  
 e-mail: Craig.McGregor@ACXIOM.COM 
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The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published 
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association, 
Post Office Box 592, Oswego, IL 60543, a non-
profit organization, established to provide in-
formation about Windows® based personal 
computer systems (and almost anything 
“digital”) to our members.  
     

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors 
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume any 
liability for damages arising out of the publica-
tion or non-publication of any advertisement, 
article, editorial, or any other item in this 
Newsletter. All opinions expressed herein are 
those of the individual authors only and do not 
express the opinions of the Fox Valley PC As-
sociation, its Officers, Board of Directors, the 
"Fox Tales" Newsletter, or its Editors. 
      
 Permission to reproduce portions which are 
not specifically copyrighted is given to other 
computer users' groups for non-profit use. Re-
prints must not be altered, proper credit given 
and a copy of the publication must be sent to 
the attention of the "Fox Tales" Editors at the 
Club address. All other reproduction is prohib-
ited without written permission of the original 
author.  
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Serial ATA 6Gb/s - The Third Generation 
by Ryan Morse - May 16, 2010 
 
The third revision to the Serial ATA storage standard, known  
as Serial ATA 6Gb/s, was ratified a year ago and an  
increasing number of devices are coming to market that  
make use of the new technology. 
 
In this Tech Tip I'll go over what you need to know to  
decide when the right time is for you to upgrade. 
 
 
 
What's In A Name? 
 

It turns out that what's in a name is understanding. A rose by 
any other name could be just as sweet, but how would you 
know how fast it is compared to other roses? There was 
some confusion regarding how to officially refer to the previ-
ous two standards. You would see SATA I and SATA II as 
well as Serial ATA 1.5Gb/s and Serial ATS 3Gb/s used inter-
changeably. Naturally, with this third revision to the specifica-
tion coming out, it was important for the Serial ATA Interna-

tional Organization (SATA IO) to get the correct terms out there. First and foremost, the Roman nu-
meral representations of the standards are incorrect, especially SATA II, as this is the old name for 
the organization that created the standard. Additionally, using that nomenclature the new standard 
would be called SATA III and would be spoken as, "S-A-T-A Three," which can easily be confused 
as SATA 3Gb/s. So, while it is a mouthful, the Serial ATA IO prefers you say the entire transfer rate 
of the standard to avoid any confusion. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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How Do I Get It? 
 

The two ways to get this new technology remain the same as 
with most I/O technologies, you can install an add-on card or buy 
a motherboard with it already integrated. There are a number of 
affordable PCI Express add-on cards, even some with Super-
Speed USB 3.0, too, but you'll need to be PCI Express 2.0 com-
pliant to enjoy the best performance on existing hardware. Buy-
ing a motherboard with integrated Serial ATA 6Gb/s is the other 
option available, but there are only a handful of boards and de-

vices in the market right now. It is likely to remain this way until Intel releases it as an integrated so-
lution in their desktop boards in Q1 of 2011. Until then, widespread adoption is unlikely and you will 
see the slow trickle of SATA 6Gb/s devices, add-on cards, and motherboards continue. Soon after 
you'll be able to purchase it in fully-built systems from OEM manufacturers like HP, Gateway, Dell, 
and the like. Who knows? Maybe the next generation of MacBooks will have it, too! 

(Continued on Page 5) 

What's New? 
 
The biggest and most obvious improvement in the third 
generation of the interface is the 6.0 Gb/s transfer rate, 
which translates to 768 megabytes per second, about as 
much data on a CD-ROM. With protocol overhead, you're 
likely to see real-world transfer speeds of roughly 600 
megabytes per second. The new standard calls for twice 
the throughput as the second generation and is geared 
toward streaming high-definition content and high-
capacity flash memory devices like solid state drives. To 
aid in this task a streaming command was added to the 
Native Command Queuing technology already utilized in 
existing Serial ATA drives. Native Command Queuing, 
simply known as NCQ, is the method Serial ATA drives 
use to organize read and write requests efficiently. Now, 
with the streaming command as well as NCQ Manage-
ment for optimized performance, the third generation 
stands to provide noticeable improvements in operation, 
with the biggest improvements seen in SSDs (Solid State 
Drives). Serial ATA 6Gb/s is also compatible with the pre-
vious generation, Serial ATA 3Gb/s, unfortunately, it's not 
compatible with the first generation standard, Serial ATA 
1.5Gb/s. 
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Downsized: Laptop to Netbook 
By Larry Bothe, 5/18/2010 

 

At first I resisted laptop computers altogether. I have been retired from my real job in the plastics industry since 
1999 so I had no employment reason to lug one around. My retirement job as a flight instructor/pilot examiner 
didn’t require a lot of presentations, reports or Internet connectivity. But somewhere around 2005 two things 
happened. My wife and I got more heavily involved in cruise-ship travel, and the FAA began requiring pilot ex-
aminers to use their online reporting system called IACRA. Cruise ships have Internet capability (65¢ per min-
ute) for checking e-mail, but it’s much cheaper if you have your own machine because you don’t have to stay 
online while reading/answering mail. Some airports didn’t have a computer and/or printer available to the public. 
Suddenly I had a real need for a laptop. I went to Staples one day to spend a dollar to have a page laminated 
and ended up spending $375 on a laptop. At the time it was a heck of a deal. I dug out my circa 1996 portable 
inkjet printer, faked a connection with a parallel-to-USB cable, and suddenly I was a self-contained mobile com-
putin’ fool! 

Fast-forward to 2009. Now all the airports I frequent have public computers with high-speed Internet and a 
printer, cruise ships still have pricey Internet available, and I have gotten into doing aviation-related Power Point 
presentations. In 2009 I lugged my laptop all over the place. Even without the printer the machine with carrying 
case and accessories weighed about 12 pounds, and it felt like twice that much after carrying it around the 
grounds of an aviation convention all day. Netbooks were available but they all had Vista on them. I waited for 
Windows 7. In March of this year, with a cruise coming up the following month, I got serious about a netbook. 
More were available with W7 as the old inventory of Vista machines was sold off. I watched the Tiger ads until a 
decent Toshiba netbook was offered for $300, free shipping and no tax, and I bought it. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
 
How Do I Use It? 
 
As of now, the only people that are going to see instant perform-
ance increases are going to be Solid State Drive users. This will 
change as Serial ATA hard disks are released with the new inter-
face, but will only see a slight gain in performance. However, 
Solid State Drive prices are dropping all the time, so if it's within 
your budget, the next time you buy a notebook or system, look 
for SSDs and Serial ATA 6Gb/s, as well as SuperSpeed USB 
3.0. With new these technologies, you'll be on the cutting edge 
leaving behind the simpler days when you were staring at pro-
gress and loading bars. 

 

Disclaimer: Occasionally we miss something, make a mistake, or don't cover everything on the topic 
but we are trying hard to give you the most unbiase d and well-written information that we can. 
 
Computer Geeks 1890 Ord Way Oceanside, CA 92056 | www.GEEKS.com  

 
 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attr ibution-NonCommercial- NoDerivs 2.5 License.  © 

Copyright 1996-2010 Geeks.com™ All Rights Reserved  
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Offset & High-Speed Digital 
 Duplicating Printing 

27 Stone Hill Road, Oswego, IL 60543 
Stonehill Industrial Park 

Ph: 630-554-2733    Fax 630-554-1198 
 

E-mail:  oswegoprintingservice.com 
 

Visit our website at:   
www.oswegoprintingservice.com 

Fast-forward to 2009. Now all the airports I frequent have public computers with high-speed Internet and a 
printer, cruise ships still have pricey Internet available, and I have gotten into doing aviation-related Power 
Point presentations. In 2009 I lugged my laptop all over the place. Even without the printer the machine with 
carrying case and accessories weighed about 12 pounds, and it felt like twice that much after carrying it 
around the grounds of an aviation convention all day. Netbooks were available but they all had Vista on them. 
I waited for Windows 7. In March of this year, with a cruise coming up the following month, I got serious about 
a netbook. More were available with W7 as the old inventory of Vista machines was sold off. I watched the 
Tiger ads until a decent Toshiba netbook was offered for $300, free shipping and no tax, and I bought it. 

A friend who knew that I worked on my monthly aviation newsletter when traveling suggested that I might not 
like the small keyboard of a netbook. The smaller screen (10” for the netbook vs. 14” on the laptop) meant 
that I would have to do more scrolling to display documents and images on a netbook. Now that I have used 
the netbook in the real world I can tell you that neither of these things is much of a problem to me. If you 
needed to view a lot of large images or worked with big spreadsheets I think the small screen would really get 
in the way, but I don’t have that need. I have small hands and fingers, and I don’t type well anyway, so the 
keyboard works OK for me. 
The netbook has the W7 Starter version on it. It’s not very fast, but it’s adequate. The machine came with 1 
gig of RAM. I could upgrade to 2 gigs, but since it has only one memory slot I would have to buy 2 gigs of 
RAM. I haven’t felt the need to do that, yet. I had a little trouble figuring out how to disable the built-in mouse 
pad. I hate those things and always use a small wireless mouse with a portable computer. If the mouse pad is 
left activated, then inadvertently touching it moves the cursor, a real pain. My old laptop had a simple on/off 
button; in the Toshiba I had to control it in software. I actually had to read a Help file to get it done. Darn. 

Toshiba claims the machine will run for 9 hours on a full charge. While I haven’t actually kept a usage log it 
appears that 6 hours is more realistic. Still, that’s twice as long as my old laptop (claimed 4 hours, actual 
about 3). The netbook built-in speakers are terrible, but I use a headset anyway. It doesn’t have an optical 
(CD or DVD) drive so loading software can be a problem. The best way is to download it off the Internet; 
that’s what I did with Open Office and several smaller utility programs. I lucked out with Microsoft Office, 
which came loaded on the netbook but required activation. “Activation” means buy a key code. Back in De-
cember when I bought my W7 desktop machine I also purchased a 3-license pack of the Home and Student 
version of MS Office 2007 for $87, and I had used only one license. I was able to use one of my remaining 
license keys to unlock the same version that was on the netbook. I was instantly in business without having to 
load the software or spend any more money.                                                                  (Continued on Page 7) 
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President’s Column (cont’d) 
 

We will post some information on our web site to share with our members on that. Also mentioned was the 
transition that Comcast has made: they have switched from providing McAfee antivirus for free to Norton anti-
virus.  
 
Check out this site: http://tinyurl.com/26tp8xu  
 
We also looked at one of the donated Dell Optiplex GX280 PCs that Dean was able to obtain from an inven-
tory of “retired” machines from Kane County. This is a big project! Bill Powell was able to get about 20 or so 
GX270 and GX 280 machines that he will be configuring for the Kendall County Food Pantry, and I was able 
to get 14 more for the OLGC Elementary school project. I have been able to use Easeus Disk Copy to suc-
cessfully clone hard drives and NewSSID to effectively assign unique names. I will be getting these done and 
delivered to the school by the time we meet on June 19th. The First Tee of Aurora & Fox River Valley has 
spent some of their grant money. I was there recently to help Kathy Farrell get a network problem straight-
ened out. The HP desktops with the widescreen monitors look very sharp! Kathy has worked to get things 
well underway, documenting everything along the way. Way to go Kathy!  At our meeting in June, Bill Palmer 
will be looking at an external hard drive enclosure, and also the backup utility that is native to Windows 7. He 
will use the screen capture tool that is also now included in Windows 7 to create his presentation. There will 
be a chance to get the 2010 DOQ-2… 2010 DOQ-3 will be available in July. The meeting will be in the Activity 
Room in the rear of South Point. I will be leaving from that meeting for a Mediterranean holiday! At this point I 
am considering how I might document “Technology on Holiday”. Much like I did last year when I did a pro-
gram “Technology in the Wilderness” following a fishing trip in Northern Ontario, I will make some observa-
tions on an upcoming Mediterranean cruise. I will be leaving for the airport immediately after the meeting! By 
then I will have decided how much technology I will drag along. Between airport security, the TSA, and 
whether I will be able to access Wi-Fi while ashore continue to be considerations. Maybe I will just bring my 
MP3 player and a digital camera? My Netbook may be handy to view photos though… We will see… I will 
have some more to share at the meeting on June 19th. See you there! And as always… bring a friend! 
 
 

Downsized: Laptop to Netbook (cont’d) 
By Larry Bothe, 5/18/2010 

 
I transferred files from my desktop to the netbook using a flash drive; the 4-gig one I got from CAEUG as an 
anniversary gift. A word of caution here; laptops and netbooks are prone to being stolen. Watch out what you 
put on a machine that you are going to carry around with you. When I got my laptop 5 years ago I transferred 
all my files from my desktop. That included a lot of sensitive financial information that I didn’t really need when 
traveling. This time I transferred just the files that I think I’ll need, and none of them contain any detailed per-
sonal information. That saved me a lot of time and hard drive space, and now I don’t have a big security prob-
lem. I know, files can be encrypted and password-protected, but that makes things cumbersome to use. If 
sensitive files aren’t on the machine then you don’t have to worry about them. 
I’m very happy with my netbook purchase. The only extra thing I had to buy was a carrying case. I prefer Tar-
gus cases. They cost a bit more but are better designed and constructed than the cheaper ones. Be sure you 
get one with a shoulder strap. My accessories include the wireless mouse, charger cable (smaller than one 
for a laptop), media presenter (combination wireless slide controller and laser pointer), USB memory card 
reader, flash drive, and a lightweight headset that works with my hearing aids. The whole works weighs 6 
pounds (the netbook itself is 3 lb.); half of the laptop rig. Using the shoulder strap I hardly notice that I’m car-
rying it. And the smaller size is important too; it doesn’t get in the way as much. After getting through airport 
security I can stuff it in my small roller carry-on bag. Lately I have seen W7 netbooks a little lighter than mine 
as cheap as $249. And if you have a full-size laptop to get rid of, maybe you can sell it. I got $200 for mine. 
Good luck. 
Larry Bothe is an associate member of CAEUG and an honorary member of FVPCA. He was President of CAEUG for a 
time back in the 90’s when he lived in the Chicago area. Larry presently resides in southern Indiana where he is retired 
from the plastics industry and currently teaches people to fly airplanes. He also performs pilot examinations for the FAA. 
He can be contacted at LBothe@comcast.net.  
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The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is: 
 www.fvpca.org   
Courtesy of APCUG 
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Windows 7 Snipping Tool, Windows 7 Native Back-up, 
and External Hard Drive Enclosures  

 
Presented by Bill Palmer 


