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The big news this month is the APCUG sponsored Midwest User Group conference in Chicago 
Heights to be held on September 19-21. Originally, this was promoted within our group as an alter-
native to our regular monthly meeting. Bill Powell has offered to lead a meeting at the Civic Center 
on Saturday, September 20th. He has sent out an e-mail requesting that those who wish to attend to 
respond to a survey. If there are enough interested members, Bill will conduct a meeting. As of the 
writing of this article, there were only 5 members who expressed an interest in attending. He has in-
dicated that we will need at least 10 members to respond to justify this special session. 
 
Bill discovered the Doodle website which includes the ability for this type of sign-up / poll. If you have 
not already done so, and wish to attend, please visit the Doodle link and cast your vote: http://
www.doodle.ch/rfsb49vy6ud5yb85 . I will include this information in the meeting reminder which I will 
send out in e-mails to our members. If we do or do not get enough interest we will need to send out 
a note to those who signed up to let them know that there will be an alternate meeting at the Civic 
Center. Please respond ASAP! 
 
At last month's meeting, the members approved a $10 rebate for those who decide to attend the 
conference and then participate in a panel discussion at a future FVPCA monthly meeting. We also 
pushed back the first step in our annual elections of board members.  Nominations will be conducted 
at our October meeting. Elections will then be held at the November meeting.  
 
In the last week of August I was invited to join a group of gentlemen on a four day golf excursion to 
Gull Lake in Michigan. To help with scoring I offered my computer expertise to the organizer, who 
had a limited knowledge of computers. Before the trip I went online and took a look at the online 
scorecards for the various courses we were to play. I then set up several worksheets which added 
up the scores for the 20 golfers in our group using one worksheet for each round. I used the 
“=RANK()” formula to calculate the score rankings. They played a “1-2-3 Best Ball” game, as well as 
taking the best drive within the foursome for all of the holes except the par threes. I was able to use 
a formula to find the minimum score [“=MIN()”], and the best three scores was obtained by subtract-
ing the maximum score from the sum of all four scores. I was unable to figure out how to logically 
determine the best two of the four scores, so that was entered manually. The results were totaled 
and ranked. After each round we had a list of rankings for the players, which then allowed us to bal
            (Continued on Page 3) 
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When to Turn Off Personal Computers 

U.S. Department of Energy - Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.  
A Consumer's Guide to Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

www.energy.gov/forconsumers.htm 
 
 
If you're wondering when you should turn off your personal computer for energy savings, here are 
some general guidelines to help you make that decision. 
 
Though there is a small surge in energy when a computer starts up, this small amount of energy is 
still less than the energy used when a computer is running for long periods of time. For energy sav-
ings and convenience, consider turning off 
 
• the monitor if you aren't going to use your PC for more than 20 minutes 
• both the CPU and monitor if you're not going to use your PC for more than 2 hours. 
 
Make sure your monitors, printers, and other accessories are on a power strip/surge protector. When 
this equipment is not in use for extended periods, turn off the switch on the power strip to prevent 
them from drawing power even when shut off. If you don't use a power strip, unplug extra equipment 
when it's not in use. 
 
Most PCs reach the end of their "useful" life due to advances in technology long before the effects of 
being switched on and off multiple times have a negative impact on their 
service life. The less time a PC is on, the longer it will "last." PCs also produce heat, so turning them 
off reduces building cooling loads. For cost effectiveness, you also need to 
consider how much your time is worth. If it takes a long time to shut down the computer and then re-
start it later, the value of your time will probably be much greater than the value of the amount of 
electricity you will save by turning off the computer. 
 
Power-Down or Sleep Mode Features 
Many PCs available today come with a power-down or sleep mode feature for the CPU and monitor. 
ENERGY STAR® computers power down to a sleep mode that consume 15 Watts or less power, 
which is around 70% less electricity than a computer without power management features. ENERGY 
STAR monitors have the capability to power 
down into two successive "sleep" modes. In the first, the monitor energy consumption is less than or 
equal to 15 Watts, and in the second, power consumption reduces to 8 
Watts, which is less than 10% of its operating power consumption. 
 
Make sure you have the power-down feature set up on your PC through your operating system soft-
ware. This has to be done by you, otherwise the PC will not power down. If your PC and monitor do 
not have power-down features, and even if they do, follow the guidelines below about when to turn 
the CPU and monitor off. 
 
Note: Screen savers are not energy savers. Using a screen saver may in fact use more en-
ergy than not using one and the power-down feature may not work if you have a screen saver 
activated. In fact, modern LCD color monitors do no t need screen savers at all. 
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Labor Day is Behind Us (Continued from page 1)  

 
 
 

ance the foursomes for the first round on the next day. I brought along my portable printer and was 
able to print the results which were then distributed to the five Villas. (Each Villa slept four golfers.)                      
 
Everyone thanked me for my work and appreciated the listings. It looks like I'll be invited back next 
year. Maybe by then I'll have figured out a formula to determine the best two of four scores! If there 
are any Excel experts out there with any ideas, I'd welcome a solution. 
 
During the three-hour drive back from Michigan, I was working on another project where I had to 
convert several dozen descriptions of the ministries that my church has into Spanish. The program 
that I used, Lernout & Hauspie’s  Power Translator Pro Ver. 6, seemed to work quite well. I later sat 
down with the secretary at my church who translates English into Spanish for announcements and 
the church Bulletins. She pointed out that these programs tend to use a more formal version of 
Spanish. There were also some idiomatic expressions which did not seem to translate too well. I dis-
covered that if I was very precise in my grammar I would be able to get a better translation. Perhaps 
this would be an interesting program to demonstrate at one of our future meetings. 
 
You may notice that most of the articles in this month's Fox Tales were from an outside source. One 
of the benefits of belonging to APCUG is the opportunity for our newsletter editor to receive a variety 
of “Push Articles.” We had looked at their site before and had heard of this, but were unable to ac-
cess any online articles. After a few e-mails we were put on a list so that we will receive these alter-
nate articles on a regular basis. We welcome this new source of “copy” for our newsletter. We also 
invite you to submit any articles describing anything about your experiences with computers or digi-
tal electronic equipment. Just send them on along to Dean or me. 
 
My apologies to everyone for not having the website updated prior to our August meeting. I have 
been doing a lot of traveling this summer and was in Rhinelander at my brother's house the week 
before that meeting. Unfortunately, there had in problems with his satellite Internet connection so I 
was unable to upload the web site updates. (I was able to get his computer up and running however. 
I also showed him how he can Ghost his machine so that he can restore it should it crash again. I 
will be looking into the issues with his Hughes Satellite connection soon.)  
 
So whether you are able to attend the Midwest user group conference, or the alternate meeting at 
the Civic Center, or not, enjoy your September! Most likely we will not have to water our grass for a 
few days as the remnants of Gustav drift through the Midwest as I write this article. Maybe that will 
help with the fall colors? 
 
Jon Jackman – President FVPCA 
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Concepts and Tools 
 

By Elizabeth B. Wright, Member, Computer Club of Oklahoma City 
www.ccokc.org 

wright599new(at)sbcglobal.net 
 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission fo r publication by APCUG member groups. 
 
One day in the near future there will be no computer “beginners” at the adult level. The children born 
into the world as it is today are exposed to computers from conception. After they are born, many 
have very sophisticated hands on use of the machines from the minute they can reach out from their 
parent’s lap and touch the keyboard. There is no mystery to them. 
 
But while there are still older adults who want computer knowledge, someone has to be available to 
instruct them. And adults do not learn the same way that babies and children learn. Sometimes, 
when leading a group or teaching a class, it is difficult to explain to students why they need to to un-
derstand the difference between how a computer or a program works and how to make it actually do 
something. In my opinion, concepts are far more useful in the long run than specific techniques, es-
pecially when dealing with someone using a computer for the first time or who has gone just beyond 
the basics. But how do you teach a concept? 
 
First, accept the fact that it will take more time in the beginning to teach concepts, but it will save 
time later on. The real trick is to make the process interesting and easy to understand 
 
The simple fact that a computer is basically thousands of off and on switches, the same as a light 
switch, seems to be information that many people find irrelevant. But once a student gets some idea 
of the actual simplicity of the machine, much of the mystery is removed from the learning process. 
 
Second, CONCEPTS, once understood, are usually far easier to remember than techniques. Any-
one who “gets the idea” of a computer fundamental can usually find the tools later to accomplish the 
end result, even if the specific steps are not used often enough to remember them in sequence. 
 
Many first session lesson plans skip computer functionality and plunge straight into using software. 
As an example, the concept of organizing files on a hard drive seems to be much harder for new us-
ers to comprehend than teaching them to open the file manager, aka Windows Explore or some 
similar program. So many teachers go through the cumbersome task of showing people how to open 
the file system, only to become bogged down in the steps needed to find a particular file, then later 
to continually have people complain they have lost a file and firmly believe it has disappeared from 
their machine. Most new users find it difficult to make the connection between finding a file on the 
computer and why understanding how to find it is important. It is the instructors job to help them 
make the connection. The CONCEPT of hard drive storage is not easy to absorb, so the instructor 
must make it easy. Also many new users find it difficult to transfer keystrokes learned on a class-
room computer to their own computers at home. The reason for this is that no two computers are ex-
actly alike, so the steps learned on one machine may or may not work on another one. But if the stu-
dent comprehends the idea behind digital file storage, the actual keystrokes will begin to make 
sense, regardless of what computer they are using. In my opinion, rote learning is not the best way 
to become even moderately proficient on a computer. Real understanding of basic computing proc-
esses is vital. Since many new users have little idea of what hardware is on their own computers, 
talking about C:\ drives and other drives in relation to specific files means little to them. But a well 
developed discussion of what basic hardware CAN be on a computer and how it works is not a 
waste of time, answering questions along the way.  
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Concepts and Tools (cont’d)  
 

Many new users won’t see the value in a technical discussion, so it is important to present hardware 
demonstrations using common sense terms rather than obscure technical language. It is never nec-
essary to impress new students with what you know, but rather to make the information as easy for 
them to understand as possible. With practice, a teacher or presenter can develop the dialog neces-
sary to convey essential information and still keep the listeners engaged. Students appreciate being 
encouraged in the idea that they may not know much to begin with, but they will leave each session 
armed with useful information and techniques that will build a good basic foundation for them. Bibli-
cally we were taught not to build our houses on sand. Why are the pyramids in Egypt still standing? 
Because underneath all that sand there are foundations built on bedrock. Good computer skills be-
gin the same way. 
 
Nearly all programs are far too comprehensive to be taught in detail to beginners. But if the most ba-
sic use of the program (the program’s CONCEPT) can be presented in a way that is useful to stu-
dents, they will get their feet wet. From there they can then be encouraged to not only attend study 
groups and advanced classes, but to explore their favorite programs on their own. Again, the differ-
ence is between teaching new users the fundamental use of the program itself as opposed to teach-
ing them to use specific program “tools”. Obviously some techniques need to be taught in early ses-
sions, but teaching the use of most tools is best done in intermediate and advanced classes. My ex-
perience has been that only when people have a need for or enjoy using any computer software will 
they continue to explore and expand their knowledge of the program. 
 
How long did it take you to figure out that the “d” in d:\ stands for any non-specific “drive” when deal-
ing with program instructions (often installation procedures) and not specifically for the “d” drive on 
your personal computer? Admit it, there was a time when you didn’t know that. Just think how con-
fusing the term is to new users. There is a concept here if you can find it. 
 
This article has been provided to APCUG by the auth or solely for publication by APCUG 
member groups. All other uses require the permissio n of the author (see e-mail address 
above). 
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The Fox Valley PC Association is dedicated to the task of providing computer in-
formation to our fellow members. We are a non-profit organization. The group  
has been active since January 1985.   The dues are $30 per year. Our meetings 
are held on the third Saturday of the month (except December.)  
 
The meeting place for (October) will be at the Oswego Civic Center, 5 Ashlawn 
Ave, Montgomery, IL The formal meeting starts at 9:15 A.M. Non-member visi-
tors are always welcome. If you can, please come early & help with set-up. Thanks! 
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Kane County Electronic Recycling Dates for 2008  
�����������	
���	�
���������	����		  

Items Accepted for Recycling:  

Personal Computers, Monitors, Printers, Scanners, Mo-
dems, Tape, Disk, CD Drives, Cables, Keyboards, Mice, 
Plotters (Limit of 25 pieces on Towers/CPU's and Moni-
tors) 

Televisions, Camcorders, Cameras, Stereo Equipment (no 
speakers), Game Players, Joysticks 

Telephones, Cell Phones, Pagers, Answering Machines, 
Typewriters, Calculators, Adding Machines, Fax Ma-
chines, Shredders, Copiers, Postage Meters 

Electronic Media:  Floppy Discs, Compact Discs (and 
cases), Videotapes, Audio Cassettes) 

www.co.kane.il.us/environment/recycle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offset & High-Speed Digital 
 Duplicating Printing 

27 Stone Hill Road, Oswego, IL 60543 
Stonehill Industrial Park 

Ph: 630-554-2733    Fax 630-554-1198 
E-mail:  jim@agema.net 

Visit our website at:   http://agema.net 
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Fox Valley PC Association  
Officers & Board Members 

President 
  Jon Jackman  630-892-7767  
 e-mail  jockjojkj@aol.com 

Vice President  
 Tom Anzalone    630-482-9808  
 e-mail tanzalone2@earthlink.net 

Secretary 
 Bill Palmer   630-859-8939 
 e-mail  william_palmer@att.net 

Treasurer   
 Richard Chamberlain   630-892-9361 
 e-mail Rsqrd chmb@aol.com 

Newsletter Layout Editor 
 Dean Holste   630-966-8521 
 e-mail  deanholste(at)sbcglobal.net 

Membership Coordinator  
 Bill Powell   630-553-1887 
              e-mail  wpnkp81@sbcglobal.net 
Website Webmaster  
 VACANT 
 e-mail: 

Publicity Coordinator   
 VACANT  
 e-mail  

Program Coordinator  
 Craig McGregor  630-554-1923  
 e-mail Craig.McGregor@ACXIOM.COM �
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The "Fox Tales" Newsletter is published 
monthly by the Fox Valley PC Association, 
Post Office Box 369, Oswego, IL 60543, a 
non-profit organization, established to pro-
vide information about IBM PCs and IBM 
Compatible personal computer systems (and 
almost anything “digital”) to our members.  
     

The Fox Valley PC Association, contributors 
and Editors of "Fox Tales" do not assume 
any liability for damages arising out of the 
publication or non-publication of any adver-
tisement, article, editorial, or any other item 
in this Newsletter. All opinions expressed 
herein are those of the individual authors 
only and do not express the opinions of the 
Fox Valley PC Association, its Officers, 
Board of Directors, the "Fox Tales" Newslet-
ter, or its Editors. 
      
Permission to reproduce portions which are 
not specifically copyrighted is given to other 
computer users' groups for non-profit use. 
Reprints must not be altered, proper credit 
given and a copy of the publication must be 
sent to the attention of the "Fox Tales" Edi-
tors at the Club address. All other reproduc-
tion is prohibited without written permission 
of the original author.  

Location:  
Kane Co. Circuit Clerk Office 
540 S. Randall Rd. St.Charles, Il    8:00am-12:00pm 
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The Fox Valley PC Association Web site is: 
 www.fvpca.org   
Courtesy of APCUG 
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Have a computer hardware problem or a technical que stion?  Head over to our website 
and click on the red question mark to send your que stion! We will research it and have an 
answer at the next meeting or sooner if needed.  


